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BRETHREN, 
F was doubtleſs a Fault in Pi- 
r 8 late, when he had demanded of 
Chrift what is Truth, that his 
new haſte would not ſuffer him to at- 
tend his Anſwer. No leſs are they faulty, 
who take up any Thing for Truth before 
they have choſely ecamin d, and proud it 
to be fo by God's Word, which is Truth; 
or to call any thing Error, before they 
have on due Proof found it repugnant © 
thereunto. The Scripture doth furniſh us 
awith the Knowledge of many things, as 
certain Signs of an Elect Perſon, to be- 
lieve in Chriſt, to live in Love, and to 
obey the Goſpel, are the undoubted Cha- 
rafters of ſuch. Tis not thinking our- 
ſelves ſuch, nor becauſe others may ac- 
count us ſuch, nor becauſe we have Zeal 
enough to declaim againſt all that _ 
W ana 
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The EyPI1sFTL EE. 
and ſay not as we do, as Free-Willers, &c. 
whilſt it is evident, we are proud, peeviſh, 


malicious, revengeful, earthly in Afection, 


looſe in Expreſſion, and ſcandalous in Be- 


hawviour. 


Let us therefore pur away all Bitter- 


nels, Wrath, Clamout, and Evil-ſpeaking. 
And, as the Elect of God, put on Bowels 
of Mercies, Kindneſs, Humbleneſs of 
Mind, Meekneſs, Long-ſuffering ; forbear- 
ing one another, and forgiving one ano- 
ther. Hold faſt Truth in every Branch 
| of it, let it not go at any Rate; and tho 

you may and ought to contend for it, yet 
remember, that above all things you put 
on Charity, which is the Bond of Per- 


fectneſs; ſo will you grow up in Union 


and Love, have Peace in your Churches, 
yea Peace in your own Souls. An In- 


creaſe whereof is wiſhed by him, whoſe 


Heart's Defire is that you all may be 


ſaved. VS 
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To my Biete of the Baptiz d chuf 


in Great Britain and ne 


3 l E many Indiſcretions ſome of our Bre- 
ftchren have been guilty of, in their Ex- 
YU preſſion and Behaviour towards us, not- 
withſtanding the elaborate Endeavours 
ve have conſtantly vs'd with much Affec - 
tion, to promote and incourage Union with them, 
(and tho that in itſelf be ſo deſirable a Bleſſing) yet 
hitherto they have ſhewn a ſettled Averſion thereto, 
on account of our diſſenting from them in ſome mat- 
ters of Judgment and Opinion ; (tho they themſelves, 
were never yet ſo happy as to be all of a mind, nor: 
to prevent Schiſm and ſcandalons Rends and Di- 
vidings amongſt em) which hath now mov'd mey 
thoropghly to examine our own Principles, I mean, 


thoſe in particular about which we differ; whether 


they 
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2 Naked Truth ; or 


they are ſo Heterodox as they would have and pub- 
liſh 'em to be: which, I thank God, I find to be 
much otherwiſe, on an impartial Trial of them by 
the Standard of God's unerring Word; and have here 
preſented you with a full View of them in their naked 
Truth, without dreſs or diſguiſe, after more than 
forty Years lamenting the Inconveniences ariſing from 


* undue and needleſs. - Contentions, and more than 


thirty Years been ſtriving (tho to little purpoſe) by 
a continued ſtream of Civiſities and Good Will ex- 
preſt, that, if poſſible, I might prevail with them 
prudently to ayoid every thing by which. their own 
Salvation may be hazarded, or their preſent Com- 
fort ſpoiled, and heartily to endeavour their grow- 
ing up into an Union in Truth and Love. 
But before you proceed, into whoſe hands theſe - 
Lines come, I beſeech you to diſpoſſeſs yourſelves 
of all Prejudice contracted ; to form your Judgment, 
and to conclude for yourſelves, by the Direction of 


God's Word, which alone is ſufficient to reſolve 


you in all doubtful matters. Be not therefore too 
implicit in adhering to Education, or in ſubmitting 
to the Dictates of others, (which is but Tradition) 
or in concluding further than the Scriptures of Truth 
do open things unto you; elſe you may do well to 
ſave yourſelves the trouble of reading them. But, 
if with an unbiaſs'd Mind you read, in order to your 
receiving Truth ſo far as with good Evidence it ap- 
pears to you, then proceed, and the Lord be with 
ou. 

: As there is not any thing more deſtructive to a 
Kingdom or State, than an inteſtine and civil 
War, whereby its Blood and Treaſure is exhauſted, 
and its Deſolation and Ruin threatned, ſo, nothing 
tends more directly to eclipſe the Glory, to ſully the 
Beauty, to ſpoil the Peace, and to ruin the Comfort 
of the Church of God, (at leaſt of particular 
Churches) than Diſcord and Feuds among Brethren, 
which, wherever it prevails, is ſo contrary to * 

. | the 


A Plea for Onion. == 
the very Nature of God, of Chriſt, and the Goſpel, 
as only ſerves to divide Chriſtians in Affection, to 
crumble them 'into Partys, proves the Bane of- their 
Peace, the Cauſe of their Hatred and Envy, and 
makes em a Burden and Nuſance one to another. 
All which, and Abundance more of a hurtful Nature, 
ariſeth from a Defect of Love; for Love, as the 
Apolile tells us, is the fulfilling of the Law. And 
therefore he .cautions Chriſtians, ſaying, Take heed 
that ye do not bite and devour one another, leſt ye be con- 
ſumed one of another, Gal. v. 14, 15. „ 

Love! what ſo amiable, pleaſant and profitable ! 
wherever it obtains, there, as on the Mountains of Zi- 
on, God commands the Bleſſing of Life, and that for 
evermore, Plal. cxxxiii. 1, 2, 3. What is more affec- 
tionately and home preſt by Chriſt upon all his 
_ Diſciples, than the practice of Love and Charity to 
one another? without it in vain do we pretend to 
be his, who hath made it the great and diſtinguiſhing © 
Character, and that whereby we ſhall evidence to 
the World that we are his Diſciples indeed, John xv. 12, 
17. chap. xiii. 13. Nay further, Love is that which 
all true Chriſtians ſhall live in the perfe& Exerciſe of 
in Heaven; there they ſhall be intirely reconcil'd : as 
before their Entrance into that bleſſed Region, (like 
as the Prophet dropt his Mantle) differing Parties 
will drop their Contentions, where they ſhall enter 
into a State of Concord, and everlaſting Love, 1 Cor- 
Xii. 13. IF 

Beſides, how great Pain and Loſs do Chriſtians 
labour under by cheriſhing Strife and Contention, 
whereby undue Diſtances are kept up among Bre- 


thren? How frem natural Pride do they light 


and deſpiſe one another? How by our ruffling 
Paſſions do we gall our own Minds, and 9 
ourſelves to offene others, by Invectives and oppro- 
brious Language? And who can enumerate the bleſ- 
ſed Advantages, we Ioſe for want of labouring a Uni- 


on in Love? 
8 | Ba Further, 
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4 Naked Truth; or, 


Further, conſider how greatly God is offended, 


Religion diſhonour'd, the Spirit egriey'd, the De- 
vil gratify'd, the Wien harden'd, and precious 


Souls hazarded by your Feuds, and want of Love 


to each other. 


It is to you my Brethren of the Bapriz'd Churches 


1 ſpeak, amongſt you is the Cauſe of my Complaint 


found, and to you, next to Chriſt, I appeal for re- 
dreſs. J am ſatisfy'd, if any People in the World 
are bleſſed with the true Form of Godlineſs, you are. 
And tho you have ſome learned, and many pious a- 
mongſt you, yet I think you have the leaſt ſhare of 
true Policy of any other People whatſoever. Others 
we know differ in Judgment, and that in thoſe very 
Particulars you do, yet they unite, are more wile 
than to treat one another with Calumny and ill U- 
ſage, and their Union 1n things diſpenſable (as what 
is merely ſpeculative is) renders em ſo numerous 
and formidable as they are. But, on the other Hand, 
how is the beſt Cauſe betray'd, the moſt Holy Pro- 
feſſion expos'd to Contempt, check given to the Suc- 
ceſs of the Goſpel Miniſtry amongſt you, and many 


Souls hindred from cloſing with Truth, from your 
un warrantable Diviſions and undue Diſtances kept 
up amongſt you? 


But if it be asked, who are the Aggreſſors, and 
What is the Matter? I anſwer, Firſt, they which of- 
fend are the uncharitable and cenſorious among you, 
Who think ſo well of themſelves, as cauſes em to 
look askew on, and to think ſo meanly of, others, 


and who refuſe Communion with their Brethren (I 


hope) no way inferiour to themſelves in the Belief 
of Truth, and practical Holineſs, and whoſe Churches 
they are forced to acknowledge as truly conſtituted as 
their own. Secondly, The Matter is, your too great 
Fondneſs of Opinion, and ſuch Opinion too as can- 
not be prov'd to be authentick and good by Sacred. 
Scripture ; and then make your doubtful Opinion the 


Shiboleth, and Teſt of who are, and who are not, 
Wor- 
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worthy. to communicate with you; and grow rigid 
in your Cenſures of your Brethren of the ſame Form 
with yourſelyes; becauſe they cannot run your 
Loengths, nor come up to you in ſome particular 
Notions; telling them, they are as bad as Papiſts, and 
worſe, which I ſhall not here mention. And as a 
miniſtring Man, who profeſſed himſelf, not many 
Lears ſince, to be very moderate in the great point 
of Redemption; but it is evident he either diſſembled 
then, to gain his Point, or he has (without good 
Reaſon) chang'd his Mind ſince, ſaying lately, as 
1 am (juſt now) credibly inform'd, namely, 7 
©. would as lieve die, as to communicate with Free-Wil- 
lers.“ And the bad Work made by ſuch Spirits 
among the Churches, is too apparent, and fit to be 
lamented, torr os .... 
Towards the Redreſs of which I will now venture 
to ſhew, that the moſt uncharitable have the leaſt 
Reaſon to be ſo, and thoſe whom they malign as Free= 
Millers, have very good Reaſon to believe and praiſe 
according to what Chriſt in the Goſpel has revealed 
unto us; by aſſigning our Judgment in thoſe Particu- 
lars which are the principal and main things we differ 
in, and about which, when done and conſfider'd of, 
let all judge. The things are theſe four. bs 


ſ 


I. God's Decree about Election and Reproba- 
4 e en ee en 
II. The Univerſal Love of God to Man. 

III. General Redemption by Jeſus Chriſt. 25 
IV. The Certainty of Perſeverance, or falling from 
. nm eee 29 en BUR 


Firſt, God's Decree about Election and Reproba- 
tion, we believe is according to what he has reveal'd 
in the Holy Scriptures, wherein we have his whole 
Will and good Pleaſure concerning Man and his Sal- 
vation unfolded and laid open: Or that it is not _ 
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Further, conſider how greatly God is offended, 


Religion diſhonour'd, the Spirit griev'd, the De- 
vil gratify'd, the wicked harden'd, and precious 
Souls hazarded by your Feuds, and want of Love 
to each other. 


It is to you my Brethren of the Baptiz'd' Churches 


I ſpeak, amongſt you is the Cauſe of my: Complaint 


found, and to you, next to Chriſt, I appeal for re- 
dreſs. I am ſatisfy'd, if any People in the World 
are bleſſed with the true Form of Godlineſs, you are. 


And tho you have ſome learned, and many pious a- 


mongſt you, yet I think you have the leaſt ſhare of 


true Policy of any other People whatſoever. Others 
Ve know differ in Judgment, and that in thoſe very 


Particulars you do, yet they unite, are more wiſe 
than to treat one another with Calumny and ill U- 
ſage, and their Union in things diſpenſable (as what 
is merely ſpeculative is) renders em ſo numerous 
and formidable as they are. But, on the other Hand, 
how is the beſt Cauſe betray d, the moſt Holy Pro- 
feſhon expos'd to Contempr, check given to the Suc- 
ceſs of the Goſpel Miniſtry amongſt you, and many 


Souls hindred from cloſing with Truth, from your 
unwarrantable Diviſions and undue Diſtances kept 


up amongſt you? 

But if it be asked, who are the Aggreſſors, and 
what is the Matter? I anſwer, Hut, they which of- 
fend are the uncharitable and cenſorious among you, 
Who think ſo well of themſelves, as cauſes em to 
look askew on, and to think ſo meanly of, others, 


and who refuſe Communion with their Brethren (I 


hope) no way inferiour to themſelves in the Belief 
of Truth, and practical Holineſs, and whoſe Churches 
they are a to acknowledge as truly conſtituted as 
their own. Secondly, The Matter is, your too great 
Fondneſs of S and ſuch Opinion too as can- 
not be prov'd to be authentick and good by Sacred 
Scripture; and then make your doubtful Opinion the 


Sh; anz, and Teſt of who are, and who are not, 
| f Wor- 
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worthy to communicate with you; and grow rigid 
in your Cenſures of your Brethren of the {ame Form 
with yourſelves; becauſe they cannot run your 
Lengths, nor come up to you in ſome particular 
Notions; telling them, they are as bad as Papiſts, and 
worſe, which I ſhall not here mention. And as a 
miniſtring Man, who profeſſed himſelf, not many 
Tears ſince, to be very moderate in the great point 
of Redemption; but it is evident he either diſſembled 
then, to gain his Point, or he has (without good 
Reaſon) chang'd his Mind ſince, ſaying lately, as 
I am (juſt now) credibly inform'd, namely, 1 
© would as lieve die, asto communicate with Free-Wil- 
lers.“ And the bad Work made by ſuch Spirits 
among the Churches, is too apparent, and fit to be 

lamented, OO ns) wt Oo OS 
Towards the Redreſs of which I will now venture 
to ſhew, that the moſt uncharitable have the leaſt 
Reaſon to be ſo, and thoſe whom hey malign as Free- 
Millers, have very good Reaſon to believe and practiſe 
according to what Chriſt in the Goſpel has revealed 
unto us; by aſſigning our Judgment in thoſe Particu- 
lars which are the principal and main things we differ 
in, and about which, when done and conſider'd of, 
let all judge. The things are theſe four. 
I” God's © Decree about Election and Reproba- 
tion. x ET A | | ; | 
II. The Univerſal Love of God to Man. 
III. General Redemption by Jeſus Chriſt. es 
IV. The Certainty of Perſeverance, or falling from 
Grace. os 4 xx, 


Firſt, God's Decree about Election and Reproba- 

tion, we believe is according to what he has reveal'd 

in the Holy Scriptures, wherein we have his whole 

Will and good Pleaſure concerning Man and his Sal- 

vation unfolded and laid open: Or. that it is not N. 
| | ve 
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65 Naked Nutb; or, 

veal'd at all; and if not at all, Tam ſatisfy'd, as it is 
a Secret and belongs to God only, none can (with- 
out proud Preſumption) fo much as gueſs at it; ſince 
we are told, not En, but reveal d 75 | 

and our Children, Deut. xxix. 29. And that they who 
ſpeak of it as being contrary to the Revelation of his 
declar'd Purpoſe and Will in his Word, know nothing 


inge belong to us 


at all whereof they affirm. | 
In this Word, which is his reveal'd Will, he hath 
given us a full Account of all things he would have 


us to do, in Order to Salvation: and of many things 
that he himſelf will do, for our Encouragement and 
Furtherance therein. Tho there are many things he 


hath determin'd to do, which he hath not reveal'd bur 
reſerves in his own Power, and till he pleaſes to reveal 
them, either by an unerring Miniſter, or in bring- 
ing them to light by the Events of Proyidence, the 
glorious Inſtrument whereby he executes his whole 

leaſure, and manages all things according to the Coun- 


fel of his own Will; and till then, this is truly call'd 
his ſecret Will. But that which he has reveal'd and 


made manifeſt, cannot properly be calted ſecret : 
Therefore we cannot think that this Will of God, 


which is ill ſecret, and lies in the Boſom of his 


own purpoſe, and hid from us, can relate to the great 
Myſtery of our Redemption by Chriſt Jeſus ; becauſe, 


tho that was hid in Ages paſt, as St. Paul tells us, 


yet now is made known to the Sons and Daughters of, Men 
by the Goſpel, Epheſ. iii. 5, 6, 9, 10, 11. But it rather 


relates to his great Work of Government in Heaven 
and Earth, of Angels and Men; where, as the Pſal- 


miſt tells us, He hath done whatſoever he pleaſed, cc. 
Pf; cxxxv. 6. and ſo on. Tho many are the Devices of a 
Man's Heart, yet the Counſel of the Lord ſhall ſtand, Prov. 
xix. 21. Who, as Job tells us, leadeth Counſellors away 
ſpoiled, and maketh the Judges Fools; he looſeth the Bonds 
of Kings, and girdeth their Loins with a Girdle; he diſco- 


wereth deep Things out 'of Darkneſs, and bringeth out to 


Light the Shadow of Death, Job xii. 17 to the End. 


And 


— 


And as Pſ. xxxii, 1. God ſtandeth in the Congregation of 
the Mighty, and judgeth among the Gods; yea, he caſt- 


eth down one King, and ſetteth up another as he pleaſeth,And” 


tho many have been the Productions of this his ſe- 
cret and abſolute Will, which his Providence has 


given birth to in all Ages of the World; yet who” 


can tell us of one of them, that is inconſiſtent with, 


much leſs contrary to, what he has reveal'd in his 
Word? But now (with ſubmiſſion.) to the De- 


CYee» 


God forchnowing thar Man would fall, tho meds 


upright and inveſted with a Power to ſtand, and 
of acting freely, and by Sin would bring upon himſelf 


and Poſterity, Miſery and Death, and determining 
thereupon in his own wiſe Counſel, To ſend bis one 
and only Son to be the Saviour of the World, we believe 


concerning the Salvation and Damnation of finful 


Man, that God's Decree is, namely, The Purpoſe of 


his own Will, before the Foundation of the World, freely to | 


chuſe all the loſt Sons and Dgughters of Adam, ho in 
Time believ'd in Chriſt to Salvation, thro Sancti cation 
of the Spirit unto Obedience, and Belief of the Truth. 


Not for any Virtue in theſe Things as performd 


by the Creature ; but as Faith, Obedience and Holineſs, 


is the only Way in which God has decreed and pur- 


oſed to chuſe Men. As Epheſ. i. 4+ 2 Thefl. ii. 13, 14. 
: Pet. i. 2. and Pſal. iv. 3. And, on W — 
He has determin'd in his Wiſdom for his own Glory, for 
ever to condemn all final Uubelievers, and Contemners of 
the Grace of God and Chriſt, to be tendred them (according 


to his Eternal Purpoſe) in the Goſpel, As Mark xvi. 


15, 16, and John iii. 36. 
But this is very f-reign to what others ſay of the 


| Decree of God, who in their ſeveral Confeſſions of 


Faith, as the Aſſembly of Divines, The Scorch Miniſters 
at Edenburgh, &c. and ſome of the Baptiz'd Miniſters 
aſſembled at London, in the Tear 1689, to diſtinguiſh- 
themſelves from Arminians, do affirm, almoſt in the very- 
ſame Words (making the Aſſembly their Copy _ 
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| whom they write) namely, © That God from all Eter- 


' 


* 


* rity did freely and unchangeably ordain, (or decree in 
* bhimſclf) all things whatſoever come to paſs; and that 
* bis. Almighty Power extendeth itſelf even to the Firſt. 
Fall and all other Sins of Angels and Men, and that 
& not hy a bare Permiſſion; in which they Iikewiſe ſay, 


© that God did not decree any of theſe things, becauſe he 


&: foreſaw they would come to paſs.” And ſo they make 
the Decree of God the firſt Cauſe of all things what- 
ſoever do come to paſs. See the Aſſembly's Confeſſion 
Ch. iii. and the 4th Se&. of Ch. v. And Baptiſt 
* Confeſſion, Ch. iii. and the 2d and 4th Sections 
ff Ch. v. | rs | 

But who can ſeriouſly think of ſuch Divinity as 
this without Trembling and Horror? as it is contra- 


ry to the Nature of God moſt holy and gracious, 


and his Word moſt true. For it's evident, that to 


ſuch a height Men may grow in their Abominations, 


that the Lord complains of *em for doing things he 
neither commanded, nor, ſays he, ever came into my Heart, 
Jer. vii. 30, 31, We all believe God foreſaw what 
they would do, and that they would do juſt as they 
did. How is it then that he ſays, Neither came it in- 


to my Heart? Why it never came into my Heart, ei- 


ther to decree or to require it. And if it cannot be 
underſtood (for any good Reaſon) that he either 
will'd or commanded it, then we muſt for ever quit 
and renounce their Account of God's Decree, as what 
is no way fit to be believed; for, according to that 
Doctrine, all Sins, both of Devils and Men, from 
the Beginning to the End of the World, were or- 
dain'd of God, and ſo are neceſſary and unavoidable. 
And that Angels and Men, whether good or bad, 
are no more than mere Machines, mov'd by the irre- 


ſiſtible Force and Power of God's Decree, the firſt 


Cauſe of all Things. And if this be true, are not 


the vileſt of Sinners as obedient to the Will of God, 
as the moſt Holy Man? do they not each do what 


he hath ordain'd they ſhould ? Nay, where is the 
8 Diffe- 


of them, muſt-be in Time and 
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Difference between Good and Evil? Are not thoſe 


very things Which God condemns in his Word of 


Truth as moſt contrary and hateful to him, the very 
things he hath ordain'd, and by his own Decree made 
neceſſary, according to their Account of it? From 
whence then is it that Cain kill'd his Brother Abel; 
that David committed Adultery with Bathſheba, and 


' afterwards killed Uriah That Judah apoſtatiz'd from 


God, became Idolaters; and then offered or burn'd 
their Sons and- Daughters in the Fire to their Idols? 
And from whence is it that all the Abominations 
committed in and by all the Nations of the World 
do ariſe ? Shall we fay from the righteous Decree 
of God moſt holy and gracious ? Far be it from us. 
My Brethren, flee ſuch Perſwaſion as you would a Ser- 
pent; ſay with the good Old Patriarch, O my Sul, 
come not thou into their Secret never let that come into 


your Heart, which the Lord tells us never came into 


his. 

But the Decree of God, according to our Senſe of 
it, is perfectly conſiſtent, and no way jars with any 
of his Perfections and Attributes; no, nor with his 
Word moſt holy and true, which acquaints us, That 
God ſometimes ſ/ eals of things that are not as tho they 
were. Rom. viii. 29. Whom he did foreknow, them he 
did predeſtinate. And ver. 30. Whom he did predeſtinate, 
them he alſo called, and whom he called, them he alſo 
juſt ih d, and whom he juftify'd, them be alſo glori- 
Fd. That he foreknew all, is certain; therefore our 
Apoſtle muſt be underſtood, all whom God foreknew 
in Chriſt, thoſe he predeſtinated from Eternity to Life 
and Happineſs. But his calling, juſtifying, and glorifying 

Order, that could not 
be before they had a Being. In like manner he ſaid 
to Abraham, I have made thee a Father of many Nations, 
when as yet he was not the Father of one Child, fave 


| Thmael, Gen. xvii. 5. and Rom. iv. 17. Thus alſo he 


ſpeaks of Chriſt, As a Lamb ſlain from the Foundation 
of the World, Rev. xiii. 8. when as yet he * not 
8 | ain, 
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Nain, (otherwiſe than in the purpoſe ob God) until 
the Fullneſs of Time was come, and he appeared 
a Man in the Fleſh, which was many thouſand Years 
aſter. And ſo he ſpeaks of his Electing and Cy 
Perſons in Chriſt to Salvation, namely, in purpoſe 
from Eternity, but actually in Time. And this Senſe 
of the Decree leaves poor Sinners under the great- 
eſt Encouragement and Hope, and God at liberty 
to exerciſe his Compaſſion to Sinners indefinitely, 
Which will appear, | | 
Secondly, From the Univerſal Love of God to Man, 
ſo far as not to will the Death of any One of them; 
but, on the contrary, that he would have them all. to be 
ſaved for which purpoſe he affords a Means ſufficient 
to all; not only to them who are and ſhall be ſav'd, 
but alſo to them that periſh, thro' the Abuſe of 
Grace, and their going on impenitently in ſinful 
Courſes, Tit. ii. 11, 12. Matth. xi. 20-25. And if 
this be true, it is all we aim at by the univerſal 
Love of God. And ſo far Mr. Keach was an Ar- 
minian, notwithſtanding his ſigning that Confeſſion 
with his Brethren Anno 1689. who, in his Commen- 
tarys on St. Matth. xxiii. 37. expreſly ſays, © The 
* Lord Jeſus hath ſuch Bowels of Pity and Compaſ- 
' * iin to ſinful Mankind, that he would have none of 
x * them periſh, but come to the Knowlege of the 
«© Truth, and be ſaved, 1 Tim. ii. 3, 4. He adds, ſay- 
«© ing, How deſirous is he to get them all under the Wings 
| « of his Grace? c.“ 1 fay, this is all we aim at by 
x the Univerſality of God's Love to Man. And that 
it may appear certain to you, as it doth to me, 
9 to conſider what follows with an unbiaſs'd 
Mind. OT 

1. That Man in Innocency was the Obje& of 
God's Love and Delight ; not only Adam, bur all 
his Poſterity, (being ſeen at once in him.) As 
he made Man, :. e every Man in his own Image, 
he could not but love him; alſo in making him 
Lord over all his earthly Workmanſhip, and giving 

| him 
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him but one eaſy Law, to be obſerv'd by him, as 
the Condition of his being continu'd in that happy 
State, wherein he was pleas'd to know, and to con- 
verſe with him Face to Face. | 

2. As Adam no ſooner fell by Tranſgreſſion, and 
became a Sinner with all his Poſterity (his Sin being 
imputed to them) and ſo all were obnoxious to Miſery 
and Death; even ſo his great Love and Compaſſion 
appear'd, in his very early and gracious Promiſe of _ 
a Saviour in the Seed of the Woman, to Adam and all 
in his Loyns, Gen. iii. 15. The Plaiſter was as large 
as the Sore. No more than all were condemn'd by the 
Force of Adam's Sin, and no leſs than all were juſtify'd 

Ey the Righteouſneſs and Death of Chriſt, the ſecond Adam, 
it being imputed to all, Rom. v. 12. to the end. To. 

| Infants, by an Act of ſovereign and unconditional 
Grace, and to Adult Sinners on their believing in Jeſus, 
Rom. 111. 23, 24, 25, 26. | | 

3. From the grievous Curſe God inflicted on the 
Serpent for his Inſtrumentality and tempting Man to 
Sin, Gen. iii. 14. And tho Cain was of the Seed of 
that wicked one, from his conceiving and cheriſhing 
Thoughts of Blood againſt his Brother, yet how does 
the Lord ſtoop to afſure that wicked Man, that if he 
did well he ſhould be accepted? Gen. iv. 7. A mighty 
inſtance of Love, and of the Lord's merciful Deſign, 

Which was the preventing both his Sin and Miſe- 
ry, by ſo incouraging a Promiſe. 

4. When Man had ſo generally corrupted his Way, 
and Sin was grown to ſuch a height, that God could 
not better ſecure his own Honour than by bringing 
the Criminals to Puniſhment, which tho he was de- 
termin'd to do by bringing in the Flood upon them, 
yet he gives 'em the ſpace of one hundred and twenty Tears, 
with the Continuance of his Spirit to ſtrive with them, 
to repent and reform, Gen. vi. 3. And was not this 
a mighty expreſſion of Love to a ſinful and periſhing 

World? For will any ſuppoſe that the means which 
God afforded them wo Miniſtry of his nag 
5 2 and 
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and the ſtriving of his Spirit, was too feeble and weak 
to prevail with thoſe obſtinate Men (rightly us'd) ſure 
it was ſufficient, tho not effectual, becauſe they a- 
buſed the one, and reſiſted the other, as the Jews 
did, AGs vii. 51. OS I. | 
5. What but Love and an Unwillingneſs to puniſh 
and deſtroy finful Man, brought the Lord ſo low, 
and to ſo great a Condeſcenſion, as to ſpare Sodom, &c. 
upon Abraham's Interceſſion, if there were ten righteous 
Perſons found in it? And in the Lord's ſilencing his 
petriſh Prophet Jonah, on his ſparing Nineveh ; but 
mark the Argument he uſes, Hadſt thou Pity (ſays he) 
on the Gourd thou Iaboured/t not for, &fc. And ſhall not 
are Nineveh, that great City, wherein are more than 
fixſcore thouſand (Infants or) Perſons, that diſcern not 
their right Hand from their left, and alſo much Cattle? 
Jonah iv. 10, 11. It ſeems Jonah, that Bit of ill- 
temper'd Duſt (of the ſame Lump with ourſelves) 
would rather God had deſtroy'd the whole City, the 
innocent with the nocent, than that he would be 
thought miſtaken in his Prediction, or want the little 
Convenience he had in the Gourd. But God's Pro- 
ceedings with his Creatures are from Principles infi- 
nitely more generous and merciful, whoſe thoughts and 
ways are. as high above ours, as the Heaven is high above 
the Earth. | : 
6. Ir is from Love to Man that God gives him his 
Law as a ſtanding Rule, ſhewing us our Duty by his 
Commands, encouraging us to Obedience by his Pro- 
miſes, and deterring us from Diſobedience by his 
Threatenings of Wrath. Alſo in employing his Pro- 
phets and Miniſters to beſeech and intreat Sinners ear- 
iy and late to obey God's Law, and thereby to chuſe 
Life, and refuſe Death, Jer. vii. 25. 2 Cor. v. 18, 
19, 20. Nay further, from his joying at the Converſion 
of Sinners, Luke xv. Aud grieving at their Infidelity and 
Perverſeneſs, Heb. iii. 9, 10, 17. And moſt of all in 
his ſympathiſing with them that would not walk by 
his Counſel, bat rebelled againſt him, notwithſtanding 
| their 
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their infinite Obligations to the contrary, 1/a. Ixiji- 
9. and Dew. Mil. e © IRE 
7. What but Love makes him ſo patient and long- 
ſuffering with incorrigible Sinners? who waits, as the 
Prophet tells us, that he may be gracious, Iſa, xxx. 
18, and deſigns his Patience with all the Methods of 
his Love and Grace therein, a means to bring them to 
Repentance and Salvation, Rom. ii. 4. 2 Pet. iii. 15, Rev. 
ii. 20. Pleaſe to obferve, God is truly ſaid to do 4 
thing, when he affords a Sufficiency of means for the 

doing of it, tho the thing be never effected; elſe, what 
is the meaning of thoſe Words, Exek. xxiv. 13. 
Becauſe 1 have purged thee, and thou waſt not purged, 
therefore thou ſhalt not be purged? c. And what but 
a neglect of ſuch means, made Iſrael ſadly lament and 
ſay, The Harveſt is paſt, the Summer is ended, and we 
are not ſaved ? er. viii. 20. - | 
8, Could any thing but Love incline the God of 
Heaven, infinitely bleſſed in himſelf, ſo affectionately 
to invite Sinners to come to him for Grace and Life, 
that did not come, tho he promis d em preſent and e- 
ternal Happineſs upon their coming, Ja. iv. 1. John vii. 
37. Rev. xxii. 17. Thus from Love you have him 
not only inviting wilful and periſhing Sinners, but 
moſt paſſionately wiſhing their Compliance with 
him for their Good, Deut. v. 29. xxxii. 29. PP. 
Ixxxi. 10 to the end. Tſa- xlviii. 18, 19. 

9. From what Spring but Love can thoſe Expo- 
ſtulations ariſe, which God and Chriſt uſe, as, what 
could have been done more for my Vineyard, that I have not 
done? Ifa. v. 4. and Turn ye, turn ye, for why will ye die, 
O Houſe of Iſrael]! Ezek. xxxiii. 11. Ye die, be- 
cauſe ye will die: and Lake, xix. 42, O that thou 
haſt known, even thou at leaſt, in this thy day, the things 
that belong to thy Peace, Q&c. | 3 
10. His Love is evident in his melting Commi- 
ſerations of the woful condition. of. miſerable Men, 
that would not be reclaim'd by the Charms of Love | 
and Grace; therefore in Tears he ſays, as Luke 5 
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O that thou hadſt known, &c. And thou that killeſt the 
Prophets, Sc. How often would I have gathered thy Chil- 
dren together, as a Hen gathereth her Chickens under her 
Wings, and ye would not? Mat. xxiii. 37, 38. Ob- 
ſerve, Chriſt would, but they would not; he often 
extended his Compaſhons to them, that did not, 


that would not pity themſelves. Therefore at laſt 


the Sentence paſſed, namely, Tour Houſe is left unto 
you deſolate. - 5 
11. How conſpicuous is his Love, in proportioning 
every Man's Work to his ſtrength? Not that any Man 
in the Fall has any Power of his own, but all is de- 
riv'd from God the Fountain. But tho the Law re- 
quir'd perfect Obedience, and gave no Strength for 
doing of it; yet God in the Goſpel affords every Man 
Strength for his Work. If he appoints unto ſome 
Men more Work than to others, he furniſhes em with 
Power anſwerable to their Work; as Chriſt in the 
Parable informs us, ſay ing, To one he gave five Talents, 
to another he gave two Talents, and to another one, (then 
mark) to every Man according to his ſeveral Ability, Mat. 
XXV. 15. 5 

12. What but Love to Man, hath inclin'd him to 
make it our Duty 20 love all Men, yea, our Enemys, ſo 
as to do them Good, and not Evil ? But is it to be 
imagin'd that he hath preſt on us the exerciſe of a 
Love more extenſive than his own? far be it from us 
ſo to think. The more we love the nearer we come 
in Likeneſs to himſelf; for God is Love, and hath ſaid, 
Be ye perfect as your heavenly Father is perſect, Matth. v. 
44. to the end. . = 

13. To all which add, both his A& and Oath, 
which is a full Diſplay and Proof of his Love and 
Goodneſs ; for, ſays the Pſalmiſt, The Lord is gra- 
cious and full of Compaſſion, ſlow to Anger, and of great 
Mercy; the Lord is good to all, and his tender Mercys are 
over all his Works, Pſal. cxlv. 8, 9. So loving is his 
Nature, and ſo far is he from acting otherwiſe than 
in Love with Man (till provok'd by his Sin and Ob- 

ſtinacy) 


* e 
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ſtinacy) that he confirms his Love with an Oath; ſay- 
ing to Sinners of a very deep Dye, who had baſely 
diſparag'd him, in ſuſpecting his Love, and charging 
him with Inequality in his Proceedings, and therefore 
for vindicating his Righteouſneſs, and clearing him- 
ſelf from their unjuſt Imputations, he ſwears, as. 1 
live, I have uo Pleaſure in the Death of the Wicked, nay, 
I defire not that the Wicked ſhall die, &c. Ezek. xviii, 
and xxxiii. chapters at large. But on the contra- 
ry, He would have all Men to be ſau'd, and come to the 
Knowledge of the Truth, 1 Tim. ii. 4. Inſtances for 
this purpoſe, might be multiply'd almoſt without 
end. Therefore _ „ 

In fine, his Love appears in the rich and abundant 
Proviſion, which of his Grace he hath made for the 
Relief and Happineſs of all, by ſending his only begotten 
Son into the World, with a Fulneſs of all Grace the Sin- 
ner can poſſibly ſtand in need of. And this is the fulleſt 
proof of Love that Man was capable of receiving, and 
( ith Reverence be it ſpoken) that God himſelf could 

give, 1 John iv. 9. And his end in ſending ſo com- 
paſſionate a Saviour, he tells us plainly, is, if we 
dare believe him, Not to condemn the World, but that 
the World through him might be ſaved, John iii. 17. 
Thus, without enumerating, you have the univerſal 
Love of God illuſtrated, and ſet in ſuch a Light that 
no Wiſe and conſidering Man, I think, will once 
doubt of it. But ſure I am, no Man can offer half ſo 
much, that carrys any Evidence of Truth in it, to 
prove, that God hates any Man, much leſs hates in- 
finitely the greateſt Part of Men, otherwiſe than as 
they are Workers of Iniquity; and ſuch he cannot but 
hate, from the Perfection of his Purity, and their Con- 
trariety to him. Therefore let none ſay, that the 
Lord hated Eſau in a perſonal reſpect, but in the Na- 
tion or People that deſcended from him, becauſe it 
is as often ſaid, he hated Jacob, and abhorred Iſrael, 
not the Perſon, but the People of Iſrael, Amos vi. 8. 
Eſa. Ixx viii. 59. He hated the former for their Hatred 
3 | =_ 
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and Violence, Mal. i. 2, 3, 4. to which the Apoſtle 
alludes, when he ſays, as Rom. ix. 13. It is written, 
Jacob have I loved, and Eſau have I hated. For it is 
not ſo written any where elfe that I know of, and 
the Prophet there expreſsly tells us, with Obad. 7 to 
15. who is meant and intended by Eſau, whom 
he hated, namely, Edom, or the Edomites, And what 
is ſaid by the Prophets, muſt refer to them, and not 
to the Perſon of Eſau. But that which may put this 
for ever out of doubt, is, what the Lord himſelf ſays 
ro Rebekah, when ſhe had conceiv'd, and the Children 
ſtruggling in her Womb, ſhe enquired of the Lord, who 
ſaid, Gen. xxv. 23. Two Nations are in thy Womb, and 
ro manner of People ſhall be ſeparated from thy Bowels ; 
and the one People ſhall be ſtronger than the other People, 
and the Elder ſhall ſerve the Younger. None ſure, can 
be fo. abſurd as to imagine ſhe' had two Nations of 
People in her Womb, or any more than the two Per- 
fons of Jacob and Eſau, from whom proceeded the 
two Nations of Edom and Iſrael. And what is pre- 
dicated of them, as the Elder ſhall ſerve the Tounger, 
muſt relate to the Nations, and not to the Perſons of 
Jacob and Eſau, is plain from the Lord's own. Words. 
And tho it is not difficult to prove that Jacob ſerv'd 
E ſau in a perſonal reſpe& ; yet for any to prove that 
Eſau ſerv'd Jacob, and that God hated the Perſon of 
' Eſau, otherwiſe than in the Senſe that our Bleſſed Sa- 
- viour ſpeaks of a Man's hating Father and Mother, 
Cc. Luke xiv. 26. that is, loving the one with a leſſer 
degree of Love than the other; in that ſenſe the Lord 
might be ſaid to hate Eſau : but to ſay, the Lord 
hated Eſau, or any Man elſe, ſo as to reprobate them 
before they were born, or had ſin'd againſt him, which 
is the only Cauſe of God's hating and reprobating 
any, is what can never be prov'd by the Scriptures of 
Truth. | | 
Il ay he hated the former People for their Hatred 
and Cruelty, and he abhorred the latter for their 
Idolatry and Wickedneſs. For God loves a prophane 
Il raelite 
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Iſraelite no more than he doth an uncircumcis'd E- 


domite; nay, he will rather puniſh ſuch more ſeverely, 


as Amos iii. 3. So that copclade, if the Lord be ſe- 
aid, but ſworn and 
done, it is an undoubted Truth, when we affirm the 


Vniverſality of the Love of God to Man. And it 


eannot be Jeſs diſhonourable to him for us to limit his 
Love, which renders him ſo munificent and. amiable 
to all, than it was in ael to limit his Power, as 
when they ſaid, Can God furniſh a Table in the Wilder- 


neſs? Therefore let not us from itl-form'd notions 


grudge athers a Share in that Love and Grace ſo 
deſirable to ourſelves, ſince God does not; nor let our 
Eye be evil, becauſe be is good. I ngw paſs to conſider 
the Grounds and Reaſons of our Belief of the next 
thing propoſed, which is, Þ 73> | 
III. General Redemption by Jeſus Chriſt : And, if 


this be true, then I am ſure, it puts the other for 
ever out of queſtion; and that the Redemption which 


Chriſt has wrought by the expence of his precious 
Blood, when he offer'd himſelf a Sacrifice on the Croſs 
for Sin, is general for all, and for every Man without 
exception, we hope to put out of doubt: and if we 
do ſo, then, it's certain, no Man wants the Benefit of 
Redemption, but ſuch as exclude themſelves from the 
Benefit thereof by their Unbelief, and Non-accep- 
tance of Chrift and Salvation, on the Terms of the 


Goſpel. Either it muſt be general, or thoſe for 


whom Chriſt did not die have no Redemption at all, 


no, nor ever like to have, Fr Chriſt dieth no more, as 


A, iv. 12. But that Redemption by Chrift is gene- 
ral in the Deſign of God, Intent of Chriſt, and Truth - 
of the thing, tho it be Grace deny'd by many, and 
wretchedly neglected and abuſed by more, we ſhall 
ſo fully demonſtrate, as to juſtify. ourſelves in the 
Belief of it. e 5 
1. By aſſigning ſome expreſs Teſtimonies from the 
Scriptures of Truth for it. | 5 4% 
2. By the Pypes under the Law. 7432 
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3. By conſidering the Subjects of Redemption, as 
ſet forth in the Goſpel. | 


4. From ſome Conſiderations that make it both ne- 
ceſſary and certain. n 1 


Firſt, The Scripture Teſtimonies I ſhall here cite, 


are but few amongſt many, Gen. iii. 15. The Seed of 


the Woman ſhall break the Serpent's Head. Now as A- 
dam was a common Head and Repreſentative of his 
whole Poſterity, that Promiſe was made to him, and 
every Man then in his Loyns. So that Redemption 
by Chriſt the ſecond Adam is of the ſame extent as 
the Fall in the firſt 4dam. And this the Apoſtle af- 
firms (who is worthy to be believ'd) ſaying, As by the 
Offence of One, Judgment came upon all Men to Condemna- 
tion: ſo by the Righteouſneſs of One, the Free-gift came up- 


on all Men to Juſtification of Life, Rom. v. 18. On whom 


(Chriſt) as the Prophet tells Iſrael, the Lord laid the Ini- 


Juities of us all, that is, the all, who like ſheep had gone a- 


ſtray. He accounted for them, all of them, that they 
might receive Remiſſion, and Healing by his ſtripes, Iſai. 
liii. 5, 6. And as it is here plain that Chriſt bore 
the Sins of all 7ſ-ael, fo elſewhere it is as plain that 
Chriſt bore the Sins of all, both Jews, and Gentiles, 
which compoſe the World. And this he did accord- 
ing to the merciful deſign of God; for, ſays Chriſt, 
God ſo loved the World, that he gave his only begotten 
Son. But upon what deſign did God ſend his Son? 
it was doubtleſs for a very different End and Purpoſe 
than what ſinful Man deſerv'd, or could have expected, 
namely, Not to condemn the World, but that the World 


thro” him might be ſav'd, John iii. 16. And the Apoſtle 


aſſigns it in Terms ſo expreſs and diſtinct, as if he ſet 
himſelf purpoſely to eſtabliſh it for ever, as a Truth 
moſt conſpicuous and unconteſtable, ſaying, 1 John 
ii. 2. Chriſt is the Propitiation for our Sins; i. e. the Sins 
of the Ele& or Believers. But is it for them, and on- 
ly for them? Nay, it is for others; and therefore he 
ſubjoyns, And not for ours only but the Sins of the _— 

| 5 World. 


* 
. 


World. God. would. have all Men to be ſaved ; and 
therefore the Apoſtle tells us plainly, That Chriſt gave 


himſelf a Ranſom for all, 1 Tim. 11. 4. 5, 6. But perhaps 2 


ſome may object againſt the Univerſality of the Term, 
All; and that it intendeth but a part, and a very {mall 
part too (more is the pity.) We confeſs, according to 
their preſent Sentiments, the Word al mult be reſtrain- 
ed, elſe their Principles are built upon a ſandy Bottom; 
and that I believe is not hard to prove. In Ver. 1. 
Prayers, Supplications and giving of Thanks are to be made 
for all Men: Are all Men there intended, ay or no ? 
In Ver. 4. God would have all Men to be ſaved; is the 
Apoſtle miſtaken or not ? If he be not miſtaken, as I 
ſuppoſe none have Brow enough to ſay he is, then it 
unavoidably follows, that the All, for whom Chriſt gave 
himſelf a Ranſom, intends all without exception; and 
that the Apoſtle is not of their Mind, who thus ob- 
ject, nor one of their Number, is plain, as he tells us 
in as comprehenſive and concluding Terms as is poſſi- 
ble, that Chriſt by the Grace of God, taſted Death for eve- 
1 Man, Heb. ii. 9g. * Tp 4.8 
Thus, without multiplying, you have the concur- 
rent Teſtimonys of the Scripture, in ſuch Terms as 
fully ſhew the native Senſe, and genuine Deſign of 
them in this particular. We need not the private In- 
terpretation, nor corrupt Conſtructions, of fallible 
| Men, to help our Underſtanding in this Truth; the 
| Scripture is Scripture, but human Conſtruction of 
Scripture, is human Conſtruction, and not Scrip- 
ture. I paſs to prove Redemption by Chriſt to be 
general. | | | 
Secondly, By the Types under the Law; namely, 
the Paſchal Lamb, the Manna, and the Brazen Ser- 
pent. (I.) The Paſſover was an Ordinance to be 
obſerv'd by Iſrael, thro'out their Generations, where- 
in the Lamb was to be ſlain and eaten by every Fami- 
Iv, as a Memorial of Safety and Deliverance granted to 
all Iſrael, as Exod. xii. at large. So Chriſt the 1 
God is ſaid to be ſlain reg the Foundation of the Hort G 
| " 3 Rev. 
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Rev. xiii. 8. And to take away the Sith of the World, 
John i. 29. (2.) The Manna which God mercifull 

dropt from Heaven, was for the 'nbarſhing' of all V 
Yael, upon their eating of it in the barten Wilderneſs. 
So Chrift the true Bread cume dawn from Heaven, to give 
his Fleſh for the Life of the World, of Which, whoſoever 
eateth, not materially, as the Papiſts fay, nor ſacra- 
mentally only, but ſpiritually by. Faith, hall True for 
ever, John vi. 50, 51. (3.) By the Brazen Serpent, 
which the Lord appointed Mofes to lift vp on a Pole, 
that it might be preſented to the View of all Iſrael, 
that whoſoever of them was bitten and ſtung by the 
Fiery Serpents, and 1ook'd up unto it, might be 
heal'd. Even ſo, ſays Chriſt, muft the Son of Man be lift- 
eq up, for the Relief of the whole World believing in 
him, whom the Father freely gave in his great Love, 
for a ſinful World; and, as we fatd before, Not to con- 
demn the World, but that the World thro” him might 
be ſaved. Which will further appear, if we conſi- 
der, 25 i RSS Di] 

Thirdly, The Subjects of Redemption as ſet forth 
in the Goſpel, which is all Men, Saints and Sinners, 
Friends and Enemys, juſtify'd and condemn'd, Rom. 
v. 8. to the end. All that are and ſhall be ſaved, and 
alſo thoſe that periſh. See Rom. xiv. 15. 1 Cor. viii. 
11, 2 Pet. ii. 1. And if this be true, as it ſeems to 
be evident, then who 1s it for whom Chriſt did not 
die, to procure Redemption ? But if any periſh (may 
ſome ſay) for whom God deſign'd, and Chriſt inten- 
ded to die, is not his End thereby. fruſtrated ? Not 
inthe leaſt, any more than it was whep he looked that 
Iſrael (whom he had bleſt with evety thing needful 
to make them fruitful) ſhould bring forth Grapes, and 
they brought forth wild Grapes, as Iſa. v. 1, 2,3, 4. But 
pray, if Chriſt died for all, why are not all ſaved? 
Why, the true Reaſon is, not from any want of Love 
and Good-will in God to Man, nor from any want of 
Sufficiency or Merit in the Death of Chriſt, by which 
full, Payment was made for the Redemption of all, 5 
1 | 7 they 
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they periſh for their Non-adherence to God, their 
Vabelief, and rejecting Chriſt and Salvation on the 
Terms propos'd in the Goſpel. This is the true Cauſe 
why Sinners periſh; for ſays Chriſt to the perverſe 
Jews, Te will not come unto me that 'ye might have Lift, 
John v. 40. Which may further appear from this I- 
mage, or Simile following. 5 
King GEORGE (great and good) coming among 
the Gallies, finds there a hundred of his own People 
Slaves, ſadly gall'd and macerated by the barbarous 
and ill Uſage of their Enemies; and tho it wasby a 
trayterous Revolt from their Allegiance, and willful 
Rebellion againſt their Sovereign, that brought them 
into that Evil State, yet, and notwithſtanding their 
Baſeneſs and Treaſon, his Royal Heart yearns over 
them, he takes pity of, and reſolves to redeem and 
pardon, em: Accordingly he agrees on the Ranſom, 
and ſends his one and only Son over, to pay the full 
Price; when done, Proclamation is made for their Li- 
berty: but of this hundred whoſe Ranſom is fully 
paid, there is not more than ten who accept the ir. Li- 
berty, the reſt moſt wickedly and ungratefully, from 
a contracted Hatred to their merciful Prince, chuſe 
to abide in their Slavery, notwithſtanding their Ran- 
ſom is paid, and their Redemption is fully wrought. 
You know how to apply it ; I need not further, than 
that they were under no Neceſſity of continuing Cap- 
tives, but that they loved their Chains, and choſe Sla- 
very, rather than Liberty. And ſo our compaſſionate 
Lord ſays, John iii. 19. This is the Condemuation, that 
Light is come into the World, aud Men love Darkneſs 
rather than Light, &c. But that Redemption by Chriſt 
is general will likewiſe appear if we conſider, 
Fourthly, Some things that will make it neceſſary 
and certain. As, 7 
1. All that has been already ſaid, duly thought on. 
2. As there is not any particular Man (confider'c 
as Man) in the whole World to be inſtanc'd in for 
whom Chriſt died not. . 3 55 
| 3. As 
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3. As the Salvation of all dying Infants is ſecured 
thereby, that cannot be built on any other bottom 
than the Virtue and Merit of Chriſt's Death, where- 
by, as the Baptiſt tells us, he has taken away the Sin of 
the World. And there is no other Sin but that, which 
cleaves to 'em; for Men to talk of Ele& Infants is 
very uncouth, and altogether Scriptureleſs, To bap- 
tize em for waſhing away original Sin, for regenera- 
ting and making em fit for the Kingdom of Heaven, 
is not only Scriptureleſs, but ſuperſtitious, and imper- 
tinent; as it reflects foully on the Merit and Efficacy 
of Chriſt's Death, by which alone God is reconcil'd to 
the World, 2 Cor. v. 18, 19. 17 
4. To ſay that Chriſt did not die for all, and 
every Man, is to make it impoſſible for any Man 
certainly and infallibly to conclude that Chriſt died 
for him, for I may conclude and ſay, (with this one 
exception, namely, the Sincerity of a Man's own 
Heart, which none are or can be privy to but God 
and himſelf) that no Man exceeds in external Duties 
-and Performances, what a Hypocrite has and may 
come up unto. And therefore who is it, but under 
the Power of ſome ſhocking Temptation may be 
drawn to conclude, and ſay, I am a Reprobate, Chriſt 
died not for me ? And perhaps, what they ſay in this 
their deſponding State is true, if he died not for all ; 
and thus it often has been with many dear to God: 
but a ſtedfaſt Belief of this great and comfortable 
Truth, that Chriſt died for all, and therefore for me, 
that living I ſhould not live to ſelf, but unto him that die d 
for me, Cc. will comfortably ſuſtain the Soul under 
the moſt harraſſing Temptation, and fortify it againſt 
the Impreſſions of falſe Principles that inſinuate the 
contrary. „ | 
F. To ſay Redemption by Chriſt is not general, is 
to reflect foully on him, as if the Free- gift of Grace 
in Chriſt's dying, was of leſs Virtue for Redemption 
and Righteouſneſs, than Adam's Sin was unto Con- 


demnation. If this be not to take the Crown off of 
Chriſt's 


Chriſt's head, (as ſome affect to ſpeak) I know not 
what is. But the Apoſtle does not ſo, he aſcribes a 
Virtue to Chriſt's Death for Juſtification, ſuperiour 
to that of Adam's Sin for Condemnation, Rome. v. 15, 
16, 17, 20. n 1 CEE 
6. To deny general Redemption by Chriſt, is to 
make his Apoſtles and Miniſters falſe Witneſſes, by 
teſtifying to that which is not true, as St. Paul ac- 
knowledges in the Caſe of the Reſurrection, if the 
dead riſe not, 1 Cor. xv. 15. But God hath raifed up 
Chrift from the dead, therefore we are not falſe Wit" 
neſſes. So in the Caſe in hand, the Apoſtles witneſs 
that Chriſt died for all, and for every Man: but if he 
died not for all, then their Witneſs is falſe ; but their 
Witneſs is true, becauſe he died for al, 2 Cor. v. 14- 
Heb. ii. 9. And St. John with his Fellows do ex- 
preſly ſay, as 1 John iv. 14. We have ſeen, and do 
teſtify, that the Father ſent the Son to be the Saviour of 
6 5 
7. How can God moſt righteous be clear, when 
he judgeth and condemns the wicked for their Un- 
belief, and the multiply'd fins of a vicious Life as 
that whereby they have procured to themſelves Death 
and Miſery; if God by his unchangeable Decree from 
Eternity hath ordain'd all thoſe very Sins for which 
he condemns them, and ſo they periſh as the effect of 
God's Ordination, and for things they could not, poſ- 
ſibly, either avoid, or do ? for who hath reſiſted his Will ? 
I fay, if it be ſo, how can he, in humane Judgment, 
and with reverence be it ſpoken, be clear when he judg- 


eth? But if an ungodly World, by virtue of Chriſt's 


dying for it, be condemn'd for their Infidelity, and a 
voluntary rejecting of Redemption by Chriſt, O how 
will both Mercy and Juſtice then ſhine, when all will 
acknowledge the Judge of all the Earth hath done right ! © 
But to conclude this Head ; ſome are willing, as I 
have been told oefore now, to acknowledge to Chriſt's 
Honour, that he dy'd for all: but, for what purpoſes, 
think you, did he die for them, who are not * the 
re . mall 
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ſmall Number of Ele& > Why he did not die to ſave _ 
them from Wrath, nor to procure either Grace or 
Glory for them: *Tis only to procure em the tempo- 
ral good things which they enjoy under the Forbearance 
of God in this World. But this is ſo far from being 
a Benefit to Sinners, that it only ſerves in the iſſue, to 
make wrath burn againſt them ten thouſand times 
hotter than it might have done, had God cut off 
thoſe he has excluded by his Decree from all Poſſibility 
of being ſaved, ſo ſoon as they were born; for then 
they had been only Sinners by Imputation. I appeal 
therefore whether their Miſery would not, muſt not 
have been very gentle, to what the Miſery of thoſe 
muſt be, who have liv'd ſixty or eighty Years in all 
exceſs of Riot, and Wickedneſs, abuſing his Patience, 
and employing his manifold Benefits to his Diſhonour, 
to the intent he may with the greater Fury caſt them 
deeper into the Abyſs of Miſery? May not Men bluſh 
at ſuch Conceſſions as this, which is a manifeſt Im- 
peachment of the Kindneſs and Love of God to Man, and 
ſo very pernicious to the Creature? We now paſs to 
another thing, in which our Brethren do not agree 
with us, which is, 

Fourthly, The Certainty of Perſeverance, or falling 
from Grace. Tho I fanſy there is very little Reaſon 
we ſhou'd differ about this, being agreed in the main 
of it. We believe ſome true Believers have, and may 
fall from Grace; and that ſome true Believers ſhall 
ve ver fall away: and this is very plain, that ſuch who 
in an humble and fiducial manner do wait on God in 
Chriſt for Grace, and do live in the exerciſe of Grace 
receiv'd, ſuch the Apoſtle Peter tells us, ſhall never 
fall, 2 Pet. i. 5—12. And Tſai. xl. 29, 30, 31. tho the 
Youth and Young Man (moſt likely to ſtand and hold on 
their way) do faint, aud utterly fall, yer the weak, 
humble, and depending Soul ſhall Rand firm; for they 
that wait on the Lord ſhall renew their ſtrength, &c. And, 
ſays David, they that truſt in the Lord, fhall be like 


Mount Zion, that (hall never be moved. And St. Paul is 
| | | no 
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no leſs poſitive, that Chriſt ſhall preſent you holy and un- 
reproveable in the fight of God his Father (but now mark) 
if continue in the Faith, ſettled in Love, and be not 
mov d away from the Hope of the Goſpel, Col. i. 22, 23. 
Chriſt will take care of ſuch, he will wipe off every 
blot in their Eſcutcheon, and, by his own perfect 
Righteouſneſs, will ſupply all their Defects, and ſo pre- 
ſent them to God. But for ſuch Chriſtians, or true 
Believers, who grow remiſs, live careleſs, give way 
to the Tempter, and, to pleaſe themſelves, do let down 
their watch, and daily dependence on God in Chriſt, 
for Grace to help them in Time of need, ſuch, I ſay, 
may, and have fallen from Grace. | 

And, if it be true, as Mr. Baxter tells us in his 
Chriſtian Directory, Book ii. p. 124. © That for ſome 
* hundied Tears after Chriſt, till Auguſtin's Time, it is 
Hard to find any Chriſtian Writer that clearly aſſerted 
* the certain Perſeverance of any at all. And that he never 
read of any antient Father or Chriſtian Writer, that euer 
« maintain'd the Perſeverance of all the Regenerate, Juſti- 
 * fy'd and Sanctify'd for many hundred, if not a thouſand 
Tears after Chriſt.” If ſo, then this Doctrine of the 
Impoſſibility of true Believers falling away, is a No- 
velty, and not fit to be rely'd on. But in this Caſe, I 
believe you will not pay Allegiance, nor have much 
regard, to what Mr. Baxter and the Fathers ſay: there- 
fore what ſay the Scriptures ? enough for our purpoſe ; 
as, 

There we have the Lord himſelf, who is Wiſdom 
and Truth, and perfectly knows the Nature and Effi- 
cacy of his own Decree, reaſoning with Iſrael, and 
diſcovering a Poſſibility of a righteous Man's falling from 
his Righteouſneſs, wherein if he had continu'd he ſhould 
have liv'd; and not only turn'd from his Righteouſneſs 
and Life, but committing Iniquity, and dying in his Sin, 
as Ezek. xviii. 24. which with the 21, 22, 23, verſes, 
is the Medium or Argument he uſeth to convince that 
captious People of the Equality of his ways, and the 

8 E Inequa- 
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Inequality of theirs, in thinking or ſaying to the con - 
trary. See alſo Fer. xviii. 710. 
And the Lord on diſcovering to Iſrael their great 
Defection and Apoſtaſy from him, which ſure none 
will ſay was becauſe they had no true Grace, for to 
ſay ſo wou'd be a plain Contradiction to what the 
Lord himſelf, (who notwithſtanding their wretched 
Deviation) ſaith, Fer. ii. 21. Tet I had planted thee a 
noble Vine (now mark) wholly a right Seed. Inſomuch 
that their Defection becomes a cauſe of Wonder, at 
leaſt of his Enquiry. How then art thou turned into the 
degenerate Plant of a ſtrange Vine unto me? what! wholly _ 
a right Seed, and no true Grace? ſtrange Conſtruction. # 
See alſo, Rev. ii. 4, 5. where our Bleſſed Saviour by 

the Apoſtle charges the Church at Epheſus, notwith- 

. ſtanding all that he had noted praiſe-worthy and ex- 
cellent in her, with ſuch a Decay in her Chriſtian Love 

and Practice, that he tells her expreſly, if ſhe dad not 
confider from whence ſhe was fallen, and repent, and do her 
firſt Works, he would come quickly and remove the Candle- 

tick out of its Place. Thus you ſee to what a degree 
this Church and People were fallen, of whom St. Paul 

in his Epiſtle affirms, that they were choſen of God in 
Chriſt before the Foundation of the World, predeſtinated to the 
Adoption of Children, aud made accepted in the beloved, 
Ephel. i. 4, 5, 6. Let, I ſay, to ſuch a degree were. 
they fallen, that they had no way left to eſcape 

the threatned Ruin, but to conſider, repent, and re- 
form. | 
And the Apoſtle, in oppoſition to many now-a-days, 

tells the Galatians in ſo many words, namely, Je are 
fallen from Grace, Gal. v. 4. that is, ſo many of them 

as quit their Dependence upon Chriſt by Faith, where-_ 

by they derived Remiſſion and Righteouſneſs ;3 but 
now, quiting their Truſt in him, and ſeeking to be juſti- 

hd by the Law, are fallen from Grace. If any object, 
that ſuch were never in a State of Grace, 1t may rather 

and more truly be thought, that they who do ſo object 


are miſtaken, For had they never been in a mm 
0 
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of Grace, it could not be truly ſaid they are fallen 
from it. Beſides, the Apoſtle tells us, Chap. i. 4. 
That Chriſt dy'd for their Sins, according to the Vill of God, 
and that as Chap. v. 7. Te did run well, &. 
Another Inſtance is of ſome whom Peter ſpeaks of, 
who. had eſcaped the Pollutions of the World, thro” the 
Knowledge of the Lord and Saviour Feſus Chrift, who 
were afterwards intangled again, and overcome by the 
Luſts thereof; that it had happened to them according to 
the true Proverb, the Dog is turn'd to his own Vomit, and 
the Sow that was waſh'd to her wallowing in the Mire, 2 
Pet. ii. 20, 21, 22. 5 

And the Author to the Hebrews ſpeaking of others 
Who were made Partakers of the Holy ' Ghoſt, enlightned, 
taſted of the Heavenly gift, and the good Word of God, 
and the Powers of the World to come, for ſuch to fall away, 
renders it next to an Impoſſibility to renew them by 
Repentance, Heb. vi. 4, 5, 6. To ſay ſuch cannot fall 
away, is to make the Apoſtle, or rather the Holy 
Ghoſt by him, to talk in the Air, very oddly, and to 
no good purpoſe. | 5 1 

And Paul writing to Timothy, charg'd him, as he 
would war a good Warfare, to hold faſt Faith and a 
good Conſcience (now obſerve) which ſome having put away, 
and concerning Faith have made Shipwrack, 1 Tim. i. 18, 
19, 20. If this Faith had not been true which Mymeneus 
and Alexander put away and fell from, Paul would 
never have preſt Timothy, whom he dearly lov'd, to 
have held it faſt. But it was a true Faith, as it pro- 
duc'd a good Conſcience ; for no Man can prove, that 
a falſe and hypocritical Faith ever made a good Heart; 
nor is it poſſible it ever ſhould: neither is it any where 
| ſpoken of as a thing blameable for a Man to put away 

a falſe and hypocritical Faith. : 

In fine, All the Commands we have for ſtanding faft 
in the Lord, all the Exhortations we have to watch 
and pray that we fall not, all the Cautions we have to 

take heed of Backſliding, and all the Threatnings of 


Wrath againſt them that do backflide, ſurely argues 
* | nothing 
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nothing leſs than a Poſſibility of the thing. Nay, the 
Apoſtle in expreſs Terms confeſſes not only a Poſſibi- 
lity, but the Certainty of it, ſaying Heb. x. 39. We 
are not of them who draw back unto Perdition : mark, 
there is a them that do ſo; but ſays he, we are not of 
them, not of that Number, but of them that believe to 
the ſaving of the Soul, I conclude with what St. Paul 
ſays of himſelf, and what he judged neceſſary to his 
own final Perſeverance, which is (as I ſaid before) a 
conſtant depending on God for Grace, and living in 
the Exerciſe of Grace receiv'd, that only can keep us 
from falling; for, ſays he, J ſo run, not as uncertainly, 
fo fight I, not as one that beateth the Air, but I keep under 
my Body, and bring it into ſubjection, leſt that by any 
means when I have preach'd to others, I my ſelf ſhould be a 
Caſt- auay, 1 Cor. ix. 26, 27. Now if he by any means 
might become a Caſt-away, then ſure it is out of 
doubt that ſome true Believers may fall away. 

I am ſenſible our Brethren otherwiſe minded do 
build the Certainty of all true Believers final Perſeve- 
rance on ſuch Principles as theſe following. 

1. On the Ordination and Appointment of God. 

2. On God's Covenant Promiſe, which they ſay is 
abſolute. 

2. On Chriſt's Prayer. 9 5 

4. On the Abſurditys which they imagine ariſe from 
the contrary Opinion. | | 
_ Firſt, On God's Ordination and Appointment, which 
they infer from Acis xiii. 48. As many as were ordain d 
unto eternal Life, believed. And from thence they argue, 
that they believe and muſt continue to believe to the 
end, becauſe they were ordain'd to eternal Life. 

But ſome of the Calviniſts themſelves as well as 
others (if I miſtake not) give this Text quite another 
turn. As Mr. Mede in his 3d Sermon on Acts xvii. 4. 
excellently expounds as many as were ordain'd to Eternal 
Life; that is, ac many as were Candidates of Eternal 
« Life.” Or as many as were ſincerely and honeſtly 


diſpoſed to perform whatever God required of Men, 
to 
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to give eternal Life: As the learned Du Veil in his 
Expoſition on the Text. And further, ſays he, in al- 
luding to the ordering and drawing up of an Army, as 
Luke's words here may be rendred, which Mr. Mede 
well notes in the forecited place. As many as had 
given up their Names to Eternal Life, believed; or by 
* an Ellipfis of a Participle, who were of the Band or 
Company of ſuch as hoped and endeavour'd earneſtly to 
« attain eternal Life; otherwiſe, as many as were in 
** : Readineſs for eternal Life, finally, and moſt conveniently, 
© if it be taken in a military Senſe, and not of Deſtination 
and Appointment.” 

And to the Purpoſes laſt mention'd, you have the 
Learned Dr. Hammond giving his Teſtimony, in Terms 
full and plain, as you may ſee both in his Paraphraſe 
and Annotation on the Words. = 0 

But if our Brethren will underſtand it in no other 
Senſe than Deſtination and Appointment, they have 
no great Reaſon to be too poſitive, becauſe God's 
Appointments do not always take effect, or things 
may not always fall out, as he hath appointed; of 
which you have an inſtance in Benhadad King of Syria, 
who was taken Priſoner by Ahab King of 1ſrael, and 
diſmiſſed by him, contrary to the Lord's Ordination, 
whereupon the Lord ſays, Becauſe thou haſt let go out 
of thy Hand a Man that 1 appointed to utter Deſtruction, 
therefore, &c. 1 Kings xx. 42. Thus you ſee what 
God appoints may not always come to paſs. See al- 
ſo Epheſ. ii. 10. where you are told, the Chriſtians at 
Epheſus were God's Workmanſbip, in Chriſt Jeſus unto 
good Works, which he hath before ordain'd they ſhould walk 
in. But did they walk, and continue to walk in them? 
no, ſuch was their Defection, that Chriſt tells them 
_ plainly, unleſs they repented he would come and remove the 
Candleſtick out of its place. A ſure Indication of his dif- 
miſſing em his Favour. But I believe you will be apt 
to ſay, as the Margin of our Bibles, and Mr. Diodate 
doth, that ordained here, is not appointed, but pre- 
pared, which God had before prepared, that we ſhould walk 


in 
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in them. So others of equal Authority (and for as 
good or better Reaſon) do ſay, ordain'd in 4s xiii. 
48. imports the ſame, As many as were ordain'd, that 
is, as many as were diſpoſed for Eternal Life, or pre- 
par'd to receive it, on the 'Terms that Paul and Bar- 
nabas in their preaching offer'd, or propos'd it to em, 
believed; and this reading of Acts xiii. 48. runs much 
more ſmoothly than their reading of the other, 
Apain, none can imagine, that all who were fore- 
ordain'd to Eternal Life, were then preſent at Antioch 
to hear Paul and Barnabas. But as many as were pre- 
ſent, and diſpos'd for Eternal Life on the Terms it 
was tendred, believed. So that we firmly conclude, 
that as many as believe in Chriſty and continue to be- 
lieve to the End, were ordain'd (in the purpoſe of 
God) to Eternal Life. Thus we ſhall leave it with 
you to judge for yourſelves, tho we do not ſee, tho 
all that were ordain'd to Eternal Life do believe, and 
do continue to believe, that therefore no true Belijev- 3 
er may fall away, which hath been made too evi- ñ ⁵ 
dent to be deny'd for any good Reaſon. I paſs to g 
the = 
Second thing, on which they build the Certainty of 
all True Believers final Perſeverance ; namely, The 
Covenant Promiſe of God, which they ſay is abſolute : 
and why abſolute ? the Reaſon is, becauſe there is no 
Condition expreſt, on which God will either fulfil or 
ſuſpend the Good promiſed. Tho, I confeſs, an ab- 
| ſolute Covenant ſounds a little odd, and is ſcarcely 
good Senſe ; however, ſach Promiſes (for form) there 
are, Jer. xxxi. 33. and xxxii. 40, 41. 2 Theſſ. iii. 3. 
The Lord is faithful who ſhall ſtabliſb, and keep you from evil. 
And Phil. i. 6. He which hath begun a good Work in you, 
will perform it unto the Day of Jeſus Chriſt, and the like. 
Bur tho for Form theſe Promiſes ſeem to be abſolute ; 
I appeal whether theſe may not imply a Condition to 
be perform'd, as well as others which, in the Letter of 
them, are no leſs abſolute than theſe; as Gen. xvil. 


8. and xlviii. 4. where the Lord promiſes to Abraham, 
| | bo 
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70 Jacob, and to their Seed after them, to give al the Land 
of Canaan for an everlaſting Poſſeſſion. Now, tho here 
is no Condition expreſt, yet certainly there is one im- 
ply'd, as that they ſhall keep the Covenant of the Lord 
their God, and not provoke him to Anger by their Sins. 
For in caſe they do, as abſolute as they imagine his 
Covenant to be, he lets them know it's quite otherwile ; 
for ſays he to Iſrael, Numb. xiv. 34. Te ſhall know my 
Breach of Promiſe : read the 27, 28, 29, 30 verſes; al- 
ſo Deut. iv. 26. and Ch. viii. 18, 19, 20. 

In like manner we have the Lord teſtifying to Eli, 1 
Sam. ii. 30. J ſaid indeed that thy Houſe and the Houſe of 
thy Father ſhould walk before me for ever; that is, as my 
ſtated Miniſters ſhould wear an Ephod, and ſerve at my 
Altar from Generation to Generation; but this was 
upon a Proviſo, or Condition, tho not expreſt yet im- 
ply'd, namely, that they did him the Service and 
Honour their Poſt and Character required ; which 
they neglecting to do, and upon their ill Behaviour, 
you have him declaring a Reverſe of his Protniſe, and 
recanting his kind Intention, But now ſaith the Lord, 
be it far from me, for them that honour me I will honour, 
and they that deſpiſe me ſhall be lightly eſteemed. | 

Again, we have Chriſt promiſing, as Mat. xix. 28. 
Ve that followed me in the Regeneration, ſhall fit upon twelve 
Thrones, judging the twelve Tribes of Ifrael. Now this 
Promiſe 1s ſeemingly as abſolute as any, and Judas 
| was one of thoſe twelve to whom it was made. But 
the condition imply'd, was, that they ſhould always, 
and to the end, continue in his Service, which Judas 
failing to do, and falling away, on his non-performing 
the Condition, the Good of the Promiſe was ſuſpend- 
ed; he never came to the Fruition of it. 

Once more, our Bleſſed Saviour ſaith, as John v. 24- 
He that believeth hath everJaſting Life, and ſhall not come 
into Condemnation ; that is, if he continues to believe; 
for we can no more ſuppoſe it impoſſible for a Man 
to ceaſe to believe, and thereupon to have the Promiſe 
ſuſpended, than when Chriſt ſays, as John iii. 36. 

| | | He 
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He that believeth not ſhall not ſee Life, but the Wrath of 
God abideth on him, doth ſuppoſe it impoſſible for ſuch- 
a Man to believe, and on his believing to have Wrath 
remov'd, and be inveſted with Eternal Life: fo it's e- 
vident, thoſe very Promiſes that ſeem to be abſolute 
do imply a condition on our part, Which is ſuch 
as theſe, a continuing in the Faith, Col. i. 23. an 
abiding in Chriſt's Word, and doing his Command- 
ments; ſo he tells us, we ſhall abide in his Love, John 
xv. 10. 
Tiis true, our Stabliſhment is not from any thing 
we either do or can do of ourſelves, but the Lord will 
have us to exerciſe a conſtant dependence on him for 
Grace, in a religious uſe of the means he hath ap- 
pointed; and a fincere attending him therein is the 
only Medium in which he will accept, ſtabliſh and 
confirm us to the end, and ſo we ſhall never fall. | 
Thirdly, They ground their Perſwaſion on Chriſt's 
Prayer: that Chriſt was heard in all that he pray'd for, 
we all agree; tho all he pray'd for (according to the 
literal ſenſe) did not always come to paſs. As for 
inſtance, in John xvii. 21. Chriſt pray'd that the 
World may believe that the Father had ſent him. Now 
1 appeal, hath the World in any Age of it believed 
in him, or that the Father ſent him to be the Saviour 
of it ? Again, he prays in great Charity and Com 
paſſion for his Crucifiers, as Luke xxiii. 34. Father, 
forgive them, for they know not what they do; i. e. 
forgive them upon their repenting and believing : 
but were they forgiven whether they repented or no? 
I appeal. Alſo in John xvii. 21. he prays, that all 
who beheved in him might be one, as the Father and he 
were one. But one may be tempted almoit to believe, 
that that Petition was calculated for that Age, and 
not for ours ; elſe, how is it, that there are ſo many 
[17 {ad Diviſions amongſt Chriſtians, and that they are 
18 ſo far from labouring after Unity, as rather to reſolve 
4 on the contrary? as a good Man, and an eminent 


Miniſter, on our preſſing for Union in the — 
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old me (tho, T think it was his Weaknefs) ſaying, 
e It Pall never be while T live.” So that Chrilt's pray- 
ing for his People perſevering in Grace, intends a 
due Uſe of means on their part, as truſting in him, 
watching, praying, ſtriving and keeping his Com- 
mandments, and the like. Otherwiſe, notwithſtand- 
ing Chriſt's Prayer, and tho he was heard in all, in 
the ſenſe he prayed, we may ceaſe to perſevere, and 
fall as many others have done before us. Bur the 

Fourth thing on which our Brethren are perſwaded 
to believe the Certainty of all true Believers final 
Perſeverance, is, the abſurd Conſequences which they 
imagine do ariſe from the contrary Opinion ; and [ 
ſhall name but one, knowing as it fares with that, 
ſoit will with all the reſt, ſhould they come under 
Conſideration. They fay, if God recedes from his 
Promiſe, and hates thoſe he once loved, then he is 
changeable ; contrary to what he himſelf ſays, Mal. iii. 
6. I am the Lord, I change not, therefore ye Sons of Ja- 
cob are not conſumed. Why then, in their Senſe, 
thoſe whom God loved once he muſt always love, tho 
they live in the height of Wickedneſs, and commit all 
manner of Abominations, elſe he changeth. But that 


cannot be true, becauſe his Word tells us, he Hateth 


all the Workers of Iniquity; nay, from the Purity of his 
Nature, and their Contrariety to him, he cannot but 
hate them, and their moſt ſolemn Performances, Iſa. 
1.11 
The Lord loveth the righteous, Pſal. cxlvi. 8. But with- 
al he tells us, that if a Righteous Man turneth from his 


| Righteouſneſs, and committed Iniquity, God may and will 


ſuſpend his Love, yea he will hate ſuch a one; not 
from any Change in him ; no, the Change is in our- 
ſelves : and, by ſuffering ſuch a Change under the 
Power of Temptation, and the Dominion of our 
Luſts, we have forfeited his Love, and juſtly incur'd 
his Hate and Diſpleaſure, Fr if any Man draws back, 
ny Soul ſhall have no * in him. And this account 


the 


25. and Fer. xiv. 12. But on the contrary, 
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the immutable God hath given us in Terms moſt ex- 
preſs and plain, Levit. xxvi. at large, 40, 41, 42 ver- 
ſes. But ſee Fer. xviii. 7, 8, 9, 10. At what inſſant 
T ſhall ſpeak concerning a Nation, or concerning a Kingdom, 
zo pluck up, and to pull down, and to deſtroy it; if that 
Nation againſt whom I have pronounced turn from their 
Evil, I will repent of the Evil I thought to have done unto 
it. Aud at what inſtant I ſhall ſpeak concerning a Nation, 
and concerning a Kingdom to build and to plant it, if it 
doth Evil in my fight, and obey not my Voice, then I will 
repent of the Good wherewith T ſaid I would benefit them. 
This is the Method our unchangeable God hath de- 
termin'd to proceed in, with the Sons and Daughters 
of Men. If the wicked turneth from his Wickedneſs, 
and doth that which is right and good, he will par- 
don, receive, and love him; but if the righteous turn 
from his Righteouſneſs, and doth Evil in his ſight, 
his Sou? will take no Pleaſure in him. For thoſe in 
Matth. xviii- who had all forgiven, afterwards had 
the whole Debt exacted, becauſe they would not forgive 
their Fellow Servants, Thus you ſee how God doth 
and will act without Change. He will forgive the 
penitent, and abhor the Apoſtate. I might now take 
the Liberty to ſhew you ſome of thoſe Abſurditys that 
follow on believing the Impoſſibility of a Believer's 
falling from Grace ; but that I ſhall wholly wave, 
becauſe I am determin'd not to offend. I therefore 
proceed. | | 
Some ſay, there are many things ſpoken in the 
Scriptures too deep and myſterious for us to under- 
ſtand; ſo as to give any certain account of the true 
Senſe of the Holy Ghoſt therein: that we 
readily confeſs 3 but the things ſpoken above are not 
of that ſort, they are plain and eaſy, But in that 
there are things hard to be underſtood may ſerve to 
hide Pride from Man, to make him ſuſpicious of himſelf 
under his greateſt Attainment ; to comment on em 
with Caution, and Submiſſion, and to be modeſt in 


their Cenſures of thoſe who differ from them in their 
| Sentiments 
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Zentiments thereupon. Nay, much better it is not to 
meddle with thoſe things that are dark and difficult, 
than by our private Interpretations to ſpoil the Con- 
cord and Harmony of Scripture, or to make rhem a 
Bone of Contention, and of ſeparating between Bre- 
thren. For whatever God has been pleas'd to leave as 
a Myſtery in his Word, the certain Knowledge there- 
of is neither neceſſary nor attainable, till he reveals 1t 
by his Spirit, or we attain unto that State wherein all 
Myſterys ſhall be unfolded and perfectly underſtood, 
Tho now we ſee but in part, and know but in part, but 
what then? muſt we, becauſe we ſee but in part, ſhut 
our Eyes and ſee nothing ? Reckon upon. all things 
contain'd in the Goſpel as unintelligible, wrapt up 
in Sublimity ; muſt we therefore at preſent abandon 
our Reaſon, 'and underſtand nothing in the Word, 
tho propoſed in Terms ſo plain and eaſy, that a Man 
of common Underſtanding cannot be ignorant of, but 
through his own wilful and wretched Neglect? Let. 
us therefore agree in thoſe things that are plain, and 
walk together in the things we are agreed, till the Lord ſhall 
reveal the reſt unto us. So : 

Again, ſome ſay, there are many Scriptures that in 
the Letter of 'em make head againſt what is here ad- 
vanc'd : that is alſo granted; but then they are gene- 
rally thoſe that are hard to be underſtood : and is it 
not unreaſonable to build on the uncertain Senſe of 
dark and difficult Texts, in overlooking thoſe that 
are expreſs and plain to every Man's Underſtanding, 
that will but uſe it? | 

But further, ſome may ſay, the Opinion contrary 
to you has been, and ſtill is, held and defended by 
Men as wiſe, learned, and pious, Cc. as ever the 
Nation was bleſſed with. | 

We may allow that alſo, but then have not Men of 
equal Wiſdom, Learning, and Piery, &c. held and de- 
fended the contrary to them ? If ſo, what Advantage 
get you by that? But if you will not grant that, I 
ſuppoſe you will allow, _ thoſe to whom you give 
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the Preference were but Men, fallible, and liable to 
err. And therefore to be concluded by their Q- 
Pinion, againſt the plain and poſitive Declarations of 
God in his Word, in another caſe, I am ſure you 
would and do diſdain., 

I can tell you of a whole College of the moſt Car- 
dinal Miniſters, not that of Rome, but that once in 
Jeruſalem, I mean the Apoſtles, whoſe Wiſdom, 
Learning and Piety, Oc. you believe was not inferiour 
to any that either do, or have liv'd fince their Days ; 
and yet how were they all miſtaken in the Nature of 
Chriſt's Kingdom? Notwithſtanding the many Lec- 
tures he read 'em (during his perſonal abode with 
them) ſufficient to have ſatisfy'd em, That his King- 
dom was not of this World. But for all that, ſo loth 
were they to let their beloved Notion go, that they 
ask him after His Reſurrection, as As 1. 6. Lord wilt 
thou at this time reſtore again the Kingdom unto Iſrael ? 
From whence we note, that it is not the Opinion 
of the wiſe and learned, but God in his Word that 
muſt conclude and govern us. | 
In fine, ſome ſay that your Opinion derogates from 
the Grace of God; if ſo, I confeſs it is only fit to be 
exploded with Indignation. But I rather think ſome 
Men are very unhappy in their Thoughts, who are 
fonder of their Fancy than Truth, and that they who 
ſo ſpeak, talk at random, and without any regard, 
either to Conſcience or Truth. And that they who 
ſo charge our Principles in the Univerſal Love of God, 
and Chriſt's dying for all Men, are, in reality, the 
Men that derogate from the Grace of God, and the 
only Men that dofo. If to derogate, be to diſparage 
and diminiſh, then I appeal to all rational Men, whe- 
ther I derogate from the Grace of God, who believe 
and fay that God in his great Love, gave Chriſt to 
taite Death for every Man, without Exception; or 
he that will not have it extend further than the ele; 
which is but a very few comparatively, and for aught 


any Man knows not one in a hundred. How can the 
. Grace 
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Grace of God be leſſen'd and diſparag'd. more, than 
by limiting it to Bounds infinitely narrower, than 
what God in his Word of Truth hath declar'd it to 
extended. And how they, who ſay Grace is afford 
to all Men, can with any Truth be {aid to derogate 
from it, is ſurely a Paradox; but if it cannot be fo 
ſaid in truth, I am ſure it is Orthodox. 8 
Thus I have done what I at firſt propoſed, and 
more; but have been led thereto (by ſome things which 
Juſt now occur) and I truſt in ſuch Terms as my Bre- 
thren otherwiſe minded at preſent, neither can nor 
will interpret me deſign'd to claſh or wrangle with 
them, or to imagine that I have any * in view, but 
to preſent you with naked Truth, to ſoften ſome, and 


to confirm others: and the Premiſes conſider d, I hope 


all Men muſt think the Ground good on which we 
build, and that we are not ſo erroneous in or Joe 
ment as ſome from ill Temper (to ſay no worſe) do 
endeavour to perſwade the ignorant and prejudic'd to 
believe we are. And that from the probable Truth 
of our Principles, notwithſtanding Miſtakes and Weak» 
neſſes on both hands, that there is great Reaſon 
Chriſtians ſhould bear with, and in matters of Opie 
nion forbear one another, ſince the beſt do but know in 
art ; and that they walk together in Love; avoidin 

Wrath and Clamour, and treating one another mA 
invidious Names and Epithets, which only ſerve to 
widen the Breach, and to keep the Wound Bleeding. 
But the general Proneneſs of Men thereunto conſider'd, 
may not I appeal and fay, Where is that Benignity 
and Sweetneſs of Temper, that Candour and Ingenuity 
of Spirit, that mutual Love, Forbearance, and Conde» 
ſcenſion the primitive Chriſtians were known by, and 
made Religion amiable in the Judgment of Impartial 
Heathens; and would, doubtleſs, command the Ef- 
teem of all Beholders in this our Day, did Chriſti- 
ans but live in the due Exerciſe thereof, inſtead 
of the Reverſe which is too predominant almoſt every 
where. 1 
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As for our being Free-willers, and ſo termed with 
an evil Intent, we need not be much concern'd at it ; 
for certain it is, if we have any Will at all, it is free; 
and fo our Brethren in their Confeſſion of Faith do ac- 
knowledge, even as if our Will is left as free as 
Adam's was. And tho I think what they ſay is very 
odd, and what is never to be accounted for, otherwiſe 
than to free themſelves (as they imagine) from ſome 
glaring Abſurdities, yet thus they do ſay, Chap. 3. Set. 
1. © Tho God has freely and unchangeably decreed what- 
© ſoever comes to paſs ; yet not fo, as to offer Violence to 
© the Mill of the Creature, nor yet is the Liberty or Con- 
« tingency of ſecond Cauſes taken away), but rather eſt a- 
ﬆ« Bliſh'd.” Now by this Conceſſion of theirs, who 
are more high for Free Will then thoſe who moſt vehe- 
mently declaim againft it ? We all believe the natural 
Man's Will is free to Evil ; yourſelves believe a good 
Man's Will is free to Good. But if you will not allow 
us (under the Influence and Grace of the Goſpel) a 
Will to that which is good, we heartily wiſh you may 
have no Will to that which is evil. Z 

Brethren, let us hence unite in Love, and labour by 
our Union to remove the ſtumbling Stone out of 
the way of Sinners, and all occaſions of grieving the 
Saints, For which purpoſe, let us not ſo much 
contend about Notions, as to endeavour the provoking 
one another to Love and Good Works. I praiſe God, it 
is not very long ſince, J heard this Work is ſet on foot 
in London; and that the Churches were come nearer 
together, on their appointing a monthly Lecture, and 
their Miniſters to officiate alternately, or by-turns, 
for cultivating a good Underſtanding amongſt them ; 
and pity it is but their Chriſtian Example was follow'd 
by the Churches in our ſeveral Countrys. I am confi- 
dent there is a diſpoſition in ſome thereunto, and ſo 
it would be in others, did they but labour for that 
Frame and 'Temper. One of our Miniſters of the par- 
ticular Perfwaſton in the North of England, in his Let- 


ter to me, not three Months ſince, expreſt, which as 
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it is truly Chriſtian, I ſhall here mention it to his Ho- 
nour, it is as follows, namely, I muſt ſay, that till 
* our wiſe and bold Champions on both fides grow more igno- 
cc rant and leſs valiant, more loving and leſs cenſorious, of a 
“ Chriſtian uniting, and not ſuch a dividing Spirit, I never ex= 
ce pci to ſee the glorious Days we are praying and looking for. 
& Fir my own part, I think one of the particular and ano- 
« ther of the general Perſwaſion are denominated Saints, 
* ot from the Notion in their Heads, but from the Holi- 
“ neſs of their Hearts; and which of 'em ſoever ſhine moſt in 
e Holineſs is moſt dear to me, as it is that which commands 
my Eſteem, and attracts my Love, Oc. 

Would we all labour to be like-minded, we might 
hope ſhortly to ſee our Churches united in Love: 
Chriſt's Standard alone advanc'd; Your Aſſemblies 
abounding with Converts; And the Praiſes of your 
God ſounded forth from all Quarters. Even ſo 


Amen. 


POSTSCREPM 


RE theſe things true ? what's the Reverſe ? 
A Silence is better than to rehearſe. 

What's, Peace and Love your only Scope? 
Yes, Peace and Love's the Chriſtian's Hope, 
Why then do Men of Senſe ſo differ? 

Why Scripture Truth they'll not conſider. 
Were that the Rule we ſteered by, 

*T'would lead to Love and U-ni-ty. 

What is't then from us Truth doth hide ? 
Not God, but Satan, and our Pride. 

With open Eyes then let us read, 

The ſacred Text, with Love and Heed. 
Which courts us hard, from one and three, 
To Peace, Love, and to U-ni-ty. 5 
8 AN 


[= VV 
SPPENDIX 
Naked Truth, a Pla for Union. 


BRETHREN, 5 | 
Can truly ſay when I publiſh'd thoſe few Pages 
under that Title, I had nothing in view fur- 
ther than, Zr/?, A ſetting our Principles in a true 
Light, for the ſoftening of ſome and confirming 
of others (particularly my Chriſtian Friends in and a- 
bout Nantwich) ina ſtedfaſt Belief of the Truth of em 
when I (now in Years) am gone to the Grave; which 
things are made ſo plain and evident, and fo well war- 
ranted by the Authority of God's Word, as makes them 
deſervedly liable neither to ObjeQion nor Suſpicion. 
Secondly, To facilitate the way to Union with our 
Brethren, who have long refus'd their Compliance; 
notwithſtanding they have been duly ſollicited there- 
unto. Not that we deem Union under ſome differing 
Apprehenſions (ſo far as it has been deſir'd by us) 
abſolutely neceſſary; but as it is good and pleaſant, 
and tends to many excellent Purpofes : Therefore we 
have ſought and courted it, and it will be our Satisfac- 
tion, that we have been for it, tho our Eſſay proves 
not ſo {ucceſsful, as is wiſh'd it ſhould, . 


As 
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As my Care to avoid every thing that may juſtly 
offend is very conſpicuous, ſo the things advanc'd 
therein were manag'd with ſuch an Air, and Appear- 
ance of Chriſtian Love, as became me to maintain and 
expreſs to the End; therefore I could not but hope it 
would have met with a more ſuitable Entertainment 
amongſt Brethren. | | | 

But contrariwiſe, I am inform'd, That ſome of my 
Brethren in the Country, have ſent my little Book to 
London to be anſwered there : True, pleas'd I am, not 
fo much for the Honour done me, as that I am e- 
nabled to gueſs from what Quarter it goes; tho, per- 
haps, Prudence may govern them at London a little more 
than it doth us in the Country. But ſhould any there 
be found (more raſh than wiſe) by engaging ina Task 
ſo difficult, as the advancing any thing in Oppoſition 
to Naked Truth, and for proving that, A Plea for 
Union, to be falſe Doctrine, as they would not re- 
fle& Diſhonour on God, and ſo render their Perfor- 
mance unacceptable with wiſe Men, they are deſtr'd 
to do it by God's Word, the only Standard of Truth; 
by which we are to try all things, in order to our hold- 
ing faſt that which is good. It being certain, That 
all Opinions and Actions of Men will be pro- 
nounc'd by the great and righteous Judge of the 
World, good or bad, as they have, or have not a- 
greed therewith. Authority fetch'd from the Judg- 
ment of Men, tho never fo learned and wiſe, and not 
from the Law and Teſtimony, will amount to nothing, be- 
cauſe the moſt learned are fallible and liable to err. 
Neither will Inferences and Conſequences of dark 
and difficult Texts of Scripture, much leſs of ſuch as 


relate not to the thing in Debate, amount to any thing. 


A plain and expreſs Word of God in the Scripture 
(the only Rule of Chriſtians) is neceſſary to build 
the Articles of our Faith upon. For what is not made 
very plain, by expreſs and authentick Proof, will 
be ever liable to Objection : Therefore, if thoſe 
Opinions, which are the Reverſe of what I have 
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propounded, cannot be fully and plainly prov'd by ex- 
preſs and poſitive Terms of the holy Scripture, as thoſe 
things I have advanced are, may we not ſafely judge 
they are not of God, but of Men? I will not ſuppoſe 
they take up their ill- grounded Notions from the an- 
cient Stoicks, who thought (as I find in the courſe of 
my Reading) Thar all things were govern'd and 
* brought to paſs by an inevitable Deſtiny, all things 
falling out by a fatal Neceſſity in ſpite of Men; 
* yea of the Gods alſo.” Nor from that part of the 
Turkiſh Diviniry, in which they tell us (what be- 
comes Pagans and Turks in their Ignorance to believe, 
rather than Chriſtians, who have the Oracles of God 
to teach em better, namely) © That God deceiveth 
« whom he will, and whom he will he leadeth to 
c what is Good; for if God would, Men would not 
«© war one with another, but he doth what he will, 
„ and is himſelf the Cauſe of all Good and of all 

Evil.“ | — 
Now, I believe our Brethren will be ready to ana- 
thematize ſuch Blaſphemy as this: Yet how like to this 
is that Opinion of many, (tho eminent for Learning 
and Piety) which ſaith, that God hath decreed in 
himſelf all things whatſoever come to paſs; not only 
the End and Event, but the Means alle But is not 
ſuch an Allegation fit to be ſuſpected, as it is dog'd 
with groſs and innumerable Abſurditys; ſome of which 
I here preſent you with, and you may do well to ſend 
em to the Perſon you employ, before the Anſwer be 
publiſh'd, that (if poſſible) he may take off the Force 
of theſe Objections, and clear the Reverſe to Naked 
Truth from theſe and ſuch like Abſurditys; for, in fo 
doing, you may ſave both him and yourſelves a ſecond 
Trouble. Withal, you may adviſe him in his Reaſcn- 
ings to accommodate himſelf ro the Capacity of us 
Country People, (who are not well vers'd in myſtical 
and metaphyſical Strains) by expreſſing himſelf in plain 
and familiar Terms, ſtudying to make hard things eaſy, 
and not to make plain things dark and doubtful, by 
= turn- 
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turning expreſs and poſitive Scripture into an Allegory, 
leſt he becomes a Barbarian to us; for tho ſome, by 
an implicic Faith, may receive by the Lump all that 
may be ſaid, that countenances their preſent Opinion, 
right or wrong; yet ſome will, Berean like, examine 
thoſe things, and bring to the Teſt what may be of- 
fered by their Advocate. And whoever it be, all 1 
deſire of him in his Performance is, That he expreſſes 
a due Regard to the Honour of God, for the illuſtrat- 
ing of Truth, and promoting Love and Peace among 
Brethren ; the only Scope and Deſign of naked Truth; 
which, with its Anſwer, are like to ſtand on their 
own Legs. Provided Satire and unchriſtian Refle&ions 
be avoided, then let them obtain, according to the 
Goodneſs of their Deſign, and the Evidence of Truth 
that appears in them: For I know not that I ſhall ever 
employ myſelf farther in this, or any other Contro- 
verſy. The Study and preaching Chriſt, in the Riches 
of his Love and Grace to Saints and Sinners, hath * 
been, and now is, according to Ability received, much 
more agreeable, yea, the Choice and Delight of my 
Soul. And confident I am, that things rightly conſi- 
der'd would make us more moderate and cool in our 
Cenſures, yea, more apt to love, pity, and pray for 
each other. But the Principle or Poſition I ſpoke of, 
is what many of the Baptiſt Miniſters, (our Brethren 
of the particular Perſuaſion) in their general Aſſembly 
at London, Anno 1689, have concluded on, and pub- 
liſh'd as one of their firſt Principles, and grand Arti- 
cles of their Faith, who ſpeaking of the Decree, do 


ſay as follows, namely, That God from all Eter- ' || 


* nity did freely and unchangeably decree in himſelf, 
all things whatſoever come to paſs ; and that his Al- 
* mighry Power or Province, extendeth itſelf to the 
& firſt Fall, and all other Sins of Angels and Men; 
ce and that not by a bare Permiſſion; for, ſay they, God 
did not decree any of theſe things, becauſe he fore» 
* ſaw they would come to paſs.” But as others, ſo 
Mr. Calvin expreſlly tells 8 in his Iuſtitutions, Books 2. 
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Ch. 33. Sect. 7. That he doth no otherwiſe ſee 
things that ſhall come to paſs, than becauſe he hath 
** decreed that they ſhall ſo come to paſs, and that all 
things happen by Ordination or Commandment.” 
So that by this Principle, they make God's Decree the 
firſt and only Cauſe of all things whatſoever do come 
ro paſs. Now, that this Opinion, with what is ſaid 
above, is very diſhonourable to God, and pernicious 
to Men, will appear, if we duly conſider theſe 12 things 
following: and if it does ſo appear, I appeal whether 
it is not fit we ſhould explode it. For, 
Firſt, Does it not charge Imperfection on God, who 
is infinite in all his Attributes? Yes, this Principle 
makes the Preſcience and Fore-knowledge of God to 
be finite: nay, before the Commencement of the De- 
cree, that he foreſaw nothing at all: if it be true as 
it's ſaid above, namely, That he doth no otherwiſe 
foreſee things, than as he decrees they ſhall come to 
paſs. Bur ſure this is a Conception unworthy of the 
ever bleſſed God. Why then, admit the Decree to be 
as God himſelf is, without Beginning, yet to bound 
and limit the Fore-knowledge of God to a certain and 
determinate Number of Perſons and Things, is to 
make it finite, For there is no ſtinted and limited 
Number, but might have been more or leſs, if God 
had been ſo pleas'd; therefore to ſay he foreknew 
nothing, but what he decreed ſhould come to pals ; 
and as no fixed and determinate Number, how great 
foever, is infinite, why then, to bound, limit, and tye 
up the Fore-knowledge of God to a certain and fixed 
number of Perſons and Things, is to make it not infi- 
nite, but finite; which is both diſhonourable and in- 
jurious to God; whoſe Underſtanding, as the Pſalmiſt 
tells us, is infinite, Pſal. cxlvii. 5. that is, He as well 
knows what things might have been, had he been 
pleas'd they ſhould, as he doth the things that have 
been, are, and ſhall be to the end of Time. And, 
Secondly, Does not this Principle manifeſtly reflect 
Diſparagement upon, and argue a Weakneſs of Mind 
* IS in 
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in God, whoſe Excellency and Perfection renders him 
the alone worthy Object of the eternal Adorations of 
bleſſed Angels? All whoſe Counſels are wonderful, 
and the Events of them do wonderfully ſhew forth the 
Wiſdom, Righteouſneſs, and Goodneſs of em. And 
that the things which he in Wiſdom decreed in his 
eternal Counſel, are worthy of the Dignity and Ma- 
jeſty of God; whoſe Wiſdom and Goodneſs is ſounded 
forth by all his Works. If Emperors and Princes, 
' whoſe Time and Counſels ought to be employ'd about 
the Affairs of State, and for the Good of their People, 
ſhould ſpend their. T'ime in catching of Flies, in play- 
ing on the Fiddle, and the like, would it not argue 
them childiſh, and to be Men of weak Minds, their 
high Quality, and exalted Dignity conſider' d? It is 
the Greatneſs and Goodneſs of Things concluded on in 
Council, that ſpeak forth the Wiſdom and Condu& 
of the Counſellors. Now, ſo great and good are the 
things which God (the holy and bleſſed Trinity) con- 
cluded on, in the Council held before the World was; 
That the Greatneſs and Goodneſs of them made them 
neceſſary, and the Subject of his eternal Purpoſe and 
Decree ; which, according to the Revelation God has 
given us thereof in his Word of Truth, were ſuch 
things as theſe ; namely, Of God the Father loving 
the Son (incarnate or in the Fleſh) before the Founda- 
tion of the World, John xvii. 24. Of Chriſt's reveal- 
ing the Doctrine and Grace of the Goſpel, (and very 
probably that in Mark xvi. 16. He that believeth and is 
baptized ſhall be faved ; but he that believeth not ſhall be 
damned,) kept ſecret from the Foundation of the World, 
Mar. xiii. 35. Of Chriſt's being made a Sacrifice for 
Sin, or a Lamb /lain from the Foundation of the World, 
Rev. xiii, 8. 1 Pet. i. 20. Of Believers choſen in Chriſt 
before the Foundation of the World, that they ſhould be holy 
and without blame before him in Love, Eph. i. 4. And of 
a glorious Reſt and Reward for all obedient Believers, 
in à Kingdom prepared for them from the Frundation of the 
Weld, Mat. xxv. 34. All theſe things are worthy of 
the 
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the Majeſty and Wiſdom of God, in his Council, to 
ordain, and bring about; and is what will ſecure to 
him Honour and Glory from Angels and Men; for 
the Wiſdom of his Contrivance,. and the Goodneſs of 
his incomparable Works and Doings; and except his 
creating and governing the World, according to the Council 
of his own Wil, I know not that he hath declared any 
thing further to be what he hath decreed in his eternal 
Purpoſe ; and if he hath not revealed further, Can we 
ſuppoſe that every Motion of an Atom, that every 
Sand and Straw carried to and fro by the Wind ? that 
every winding of a Bird in the Air? the Bark of every 
ſnarling Cur? that every Hiſs of a Serpent? that every 
Leap of a Flea? the Croaking of every Toad ? every 
Antick of a merry Andrew? the Vomit of every 
Drunkard? and that Brethren ſhould, (from Pride and 
ill Temper) envy and vex one another? I ſay, can 
we ſuppoſe theſe are things which God in infinite 
Wiſdom decreed, and are the Reſults of his wiſe 
Counſel, without charging him with Weakneſs? We 
all know that theſe, and many ſuch like things do hap- 
pen, and come to paſs, and, to the Honour of God, 
we do ſay he permits them, (as things contingent, 
that might be or might not be, for ought that God 
hath ordain'd to the contrary) yet by his wiſe Provi- 
dence, he rules and governs every Occurrence, how 
inconſiderable ſoever for his own Glory: But to ſay 
he decreed and made theſe (and ſuch like things) the 
Subject of his wiſe Counſel, we cannot without reflect- 

ing Weakneſs upon him. And not only ſo, but, 
Thirdly, Does not this Principle reproach and re- 
vile the ever bleſſed God in the higheſt Degree, as it 
makes him the Author of all Sin, that hath been, is, 
or ſhall be committed to the end of the World? *Tis 
true, this Poſition is ſo blaſphemous that the Defen- 
ders of it, (with whom I have convers'd) uſe many 
Shifts to evade a Thing ſo notoriouſly abſurd. But 
all their Shifts and Evaſions are infignificant to their 
Purpoſe. For if God by an unchangeable Decree, m 
| | they 
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they ſay) has ordain'd the firſt Fall of Angels and Men, 
and all other Sins committed by them, then all the Sin 
committed in the World is made neceflary and una- 
voidable by his unalterable Ordination. Beſides, (ſay 
many) he excites, impels, and moves Men to Sin. 
But to ſay ſo, except it be in ſome extraordinary Caſe, 
as when provoked to anger by bold and audacious 
Sinners, and for Contempt of his Grace, he may, in a 
judicial way, let em go on in their wicked Courſes 
without Check, becauſe he will deſtroy them, ſa. vi. 
9, 10, 12. and Ezek. xiv. at large; But to fay that 
God either decrees or moves to Sin otherways, is 
no leſs falſe than blaſphemous. For the Lord himſelf 
acknowledges things to be done by Men, that he nei- 
ther commanded, nor (ſays he) ever. enter d into my Heart, 
Jer.vii. 30, 31. That God foreknew what they would 
do, is certain, and that they would do juſt as they 
did; but it never came into his Heart either to or- 
dain or command it: no, Sin is none of God's Off- 
ſpring, tis wholly from the Devil and ourſelves, aud 
is, what God moſt holy loaths and deteſts; therefore 
he ſollicits Jae in a very pathetick Manner, ſaying 
in Jer. xliv. 4. O do not this abominable thing that I hate. 
What hate it, and yet decree it? Strange Divinity ! 
far be it from us ſo to think of him, whoſe pure Eyes 
cannot behold Ini quit. B 

Fourthly, Does not this Principle deſtroy all Diffe- 
rence between Good and Evil, and make that which 
we, yea, that God in his Word calls Good and Evil 
equally neceflary ? and that they who blaſpheme God, 
and wallow in Drunkenneſs and Uncleanneſs all their 
Days, do the Will of God no leſs (they being ordain d 
thereunto) than they who, by his Grace, do 4 
Ungodlineſs and worldly Luſts, and live ſoberly, righteoufly 
and gouly in this preſent World ; which is quite contrary 
to what the Lord himſelf ſays to Cain, Gen. iv. 7. If 
thou doſt well, ſhalt thou not be accepted? and if thou doſt 
not well, Sin lyeth at thy Door. And Mal. iii. 18. He will 
make difterence between the Righteous and the W 
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ed, Mrween him that ſer veth God, and him that ſerveth 
bim not, according to our bleſſed Saviour, in Mat. xxv. 
at large. | | | 

Fifthly, Does not this Principle make the Grace and 
Love of God, in the Gift of his only begotten Son, 
for and to us, inſignificant and fruitleſs ? For tho ae- 
cording to the Goſpel, God gave him to redeem loſt 
Sinners from Sin and Wrath, and to make em, by vir- 
tue of that Redemption, holy and happy; and tho this 
Vas The greateſt Grace miſerable Sinners were capable 

of, yea, with Reverence be it ſpoken, that God him- 
ſelf could give: Yet what Influence can the holy Life 
of Chriſt, as our Example, have upon us ? Or what 
can his meritorious Death and Paſſion avail us? Who 
is or can be profited thereby? If God, by an un- 
changeable Decree, hath ordain'd Men (Sinners) to be 
what they are, and made them uncapable of a Change, 
in their Nature, Actions, and the Iſſues of them, but 
by his irreſiſtible Decree. If God had juſtify'd ſome 
from Eternity, and reprobated all the reſt of Adam's 

Poſterity, then the Life, Death, and Mediation of 
Chriſt, is altogether fruitleſs to Sinners : but God 
forbid that any ſhould conclude fo, or ſay in this, as 
the Apoſtle does in another Caſe, namely, That if 
Righteouſueſs comes by the Law, or any other way, than 
believing in Feſus, as Gal. ii. 21, then is Chriſt dead in 
vain. Now, is this Doctrine worthy of any better 
than an Anathema ? I appeal. Nay, | ; 
Sixthly, Does not this Opinion lie very croſs, and 
run counter to the whole Tenour of - the Goſpel ? 
which is a Doctrine according to Godlineſs, as the 
Deſign of it is ro make Men holy by the Authority 
of its Precepts, 1 Pet. i. 15, 16. and by the Encourage- 
ment of its Promiſes, 2 Cor. vii. 1. But of what Force 
and Efficacy can the ſtricteſt Precepts, and moſt al- 
luring Promiſes be to us, if God, by an abſolute and 

unchangeable Decree, has ordain'd, That we ſhall re- 
fiſt and oppoſe the powerful Arguments of his Word and Spi- 
rit ? which is evident the Generality of Men do: _ 
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if we repent, believe and obey the Goſpel, our doing 
ſo is not from any Force or Energy of the Goſpel, but 
from his irreſiſtible Decree and Ordination ; by 
which he hath determin'd us to do what we do, and 
made it impoſſible we ſhould do otherwiſe, under the 
moſt encouraging Motives the Goſpel affords us. 
Nay, if this Doctrine be true, what does all the 
gracious and kind Offers that God makes to poor 
Sinners, of Pardon, Peace, Acceptation and Salva- 
tion, in the Goſpel amount to, bur that he is inſincere 
and not in good earneſt in what he ſays and offers? 
Yea more, that he is ſevere and cruel, firſt, by ma- 
king us Sinners, and then in diſabling us (as ſuch) by 
his own Decree to fall in with the Terms of the Gof- 
pel, and ordains them to fin, in refuſing the Grace he 
thereby freely offers them, on purpoſe that hemay 
eternally puniſh em in Hell, for ſuch their Contempt 
and Refuſal. And doubtleſs, this is a Cruelty the 
moſt barbarous and wicked in the World cannot be 
charged with, without expreſſing their Deteſtation 
and Abhorrence of it. For when the Prophet in 
Tears told Hazael, who was to be King of Syria, That 
he would burn the ſtrong holds of Iſrael, ſlay their young Men 
with the Sword, daſh their Children, and rip up their Wo- 
men with Child; he replied, with the utmoſt Indigna- 
tion and Reſentment, ſaying, But. what is thy Seryant 
a Dog, that he ſhould do this great Thing? 2 Kings 8. 12, 
13. Pray confider of this, and make a good Uſe of. 
it ; for who can proceed further without trembling ? 
that God who is gracious, merciful, long-ſuffering, abun- 
dant in Goodneſs and Truth, ſhould by ſuch Doctrine be 
repreſented to poor Sinners, to be leſs compaſſionate 
and more cruel than the worſt of Men, yea, than the 
moſt ſavage Animal is to its Brood and Off-ſpring z 
as if he delighted in the Blood and Miſery of his Crea- 
tures, for no other Reaſon but becauſe he will have it 
ſo; tho there is not any thing he is more averſe to; 
who, upon Oath, moſt ſolemnly teſtifys, That he nei- 
ther hath Deſire of, nor Pleaſure in, the Death of the 

Wicked, 
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your Intreatys and Tears: Nay, to what purpoſe 


Wicked, but rather hat they ſbould turn and live, * 


appears at large in the 18th and 33d Ch. of Exzek, 


Seventhly, Is not this Opinion a Scandal to the 
Heathen, and an Obſtacle to their Converſion ? 
For if you firſt print on their Minds this »your 
firſt Principle, (next to the Being of a God) 
That he, from all Eternity, did freely and unchang- 
ably ordain all things whatſoever come to paſs; not 
only the firſt Fall, but all other Sins of Angels and 
Men; then with what kind of Hope can you proceed 
to labour their Converſion 2 Muſt not all ſuch Men, 
under the influence of this Principle, account (and 
laugh at) your moſt vehement Perſwaſion, under the 
moſt incouraging Views of Glory and Happineſs, 
for moving them to leave their Idols, and to embrace 
Chriſtianity, as being no other than Wind and Va- 
nity ? If God has ordain'd me to be as I am, and to do 
as 1 do, (may ſuch a Man ſay) is it poſſible for me 
to be and to do otherwiſe? No, not unleſs God muſt 


 a& beſides his own immutable Purpoſe. Thus, the 
moſt powerful and perſwaſive Miniſtry in the World, 
is made of no Effect, and is indeed no other than a 
ſounding Braſs and a tinkling. Cymbal; a mere Sound of 


Words, which can no more remove the Scandal and 


Obſtacle out of the way of their Converſion, than 


the whiſtling of the Wind in the Air can do. Nay, 
Eighthh, How 1mpertinent and vain does this Prin- 


ciple make all Advice and Endeavours of Miniſters 


and others by their Doctrine, Example, Cc. to per- 
{wade to the Love and Practice of Virtue and Good- 
neſs, under the Encouragment of obtaining thereby 
the Favour both of God and Men? Alſo, to what 
purpoſe is the Sorrow and Tears of Miniſters, Parents 


and Friends, upon the ill doing of their People, Chil- 
dren, and thoſe they dearly love: to fret and grieve, 


to chide or threaten any on their evil doing, is but to 
quarrel with God and his Ordination; for if God 
has determin'd they ſhall do juſt as they do, then ceaſe 
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is their molt fervent Prayers, (in ſuch Caſe) but to 
ſollicit God to that which is not poſſible he ſhould 


do, namely, to alter his Decree and become mutable ; 


I ſay, ceaſe your Prayers, it muſt not, it cannot be 
otherwiſe. Thus all thoſe excellent Paſſions God hath 
planted in the Nature of Men, enclining them to re- 
joyce in the Good, and mourn at the Evil, done by 
them over whom they preſide, are made fruitleſs and 
uſeleſs: And the Grief of tender Parents on the un- 
dutiful and wicked Behaviour of their dear Children, 
is nothing elſe but to find fault with God, and to im- 
peach the juſtice and Goodneſs of his Decrees. And 
is not this ſad? But, 1 * 
Ninthly, What a Handle does this Opinion put into 
the Hands of Sinners, to a making them moſt deſpe- 
rate in their evil Courſes, and for ſetting them out of 
the reach of all Perſwaſion? who frequently conclude 
and ſay, if I am ordain'd for Life I ſhall be happy, 
tho I add Drunkenneſs to Thirſt, and walk in the Imagina- 
tion of my own Heart. It is not any thing that I can do, 
ſaith a preſumptuous and deluded Soul, that can alter 
the Decree, and make void the Ordination of God ; 
and, on the other Hand, if I am deſtin'd to Death 


and Miſery, the Sinner concludes, ſhould I ſpend 


my Days in Tears and Prayers, in repenting, believ- 


ing and obeying the Goſpel, it could avail me nothing 


to Salvation ; notwithſtanding the Lord himſelf hath 
ſaid, He that repents, believes and obeys the Goſpel, ſhall 
be ſaved. Thus miſchievous and pernicious it is to 
poor Sinners, that it ſhuts up their way to, and diſ- 
ſwades from Duty; yea, it locks *em down in the 
Fetters of their own Luſts, but ſo much the faſter. 
Tenthly, What a Ferment of Pride and Bitterneſs of 
Spirit does this Leaven commonly work in thoſe who 
receive it. Do they not value and exalt themſelves as 
the only Orthodox ? and are they not very prone 
to traduce and ſpeak evil of thoſe who cannot think 
and ſpeak, in this Particular, as they do, and refuſe 


Communion with thoſe of-the ſame Form with them- 
H 2 ſelves 
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ſelves in the order of the Goſpel ? Is not this plainly to 
ſay with thoſe in the Prophet, Stand off, come not near, 
Jam holier than thou? but is this pleaſing to God, as 
11 that which he hath ordain'd to be done, think you? 
"WM no, it is the quite contrary, and what is moſt diſtaſt- 
We ful to him; who ſays of ſuch Perſons in Iſa. lxv. 5. 
. Theſe are a Smoke in my Noſe; a Fre that burneth all the 
ſt Day. And as it furniſhes them with an undue Con- 
ceit of themſelves, ſo it doth with Prejudice and Bit- 
4d terneſs againſt their Brethren that differ from them; 
MW which appears by the foul Names and Epithets they 
' fix upon them, as Fee-Willers, Papiſts, yea worſe than 
5 Papiſts, &c. by which they do not only perſecute em 
bt! with the Tongue, but if they could, without being cul- 
ff pable, perhaps, ſome would perſecute them to Death 
bt too; a ſad Inſtance of this Madneſs, we have record- 
ed in Mr. Calvin, who accuſed and procured Michael 
A Servetus, who was ſaid to be a learned and godly 
Miniſter of Chriſt, (but not altogether of Mr. Calvin's 
Hr Mind in the point of Baptiſm) to be burned with his 
Books at Geeva, for his Miſtake in the bleſſed Trini- 
ty, (tho, it is ſaid, Mr. Calvin himſelf was more er- 
roneous in his Opinion of that great Myſtery) for 
which Cauſe he was noted by ſome wiſe and learned 
in his Day, as a Fratricide and Killer of his Brother : 
21s and is it not very common, when they who are lea- 

| ven'd with this Doctrine do meet with a few Leaves 
* that thwart their beloved Notion, to ſav, they are 
Wil. - only fit to be burned ? and had ſuch Men Power, who 
nous but they would burn the Heretick and his He- 
if reſy together? tho it is poſſible what they call Hereſy, 
is the plain and naked Truth of the Goſpel of Chriſt: | 
1 which is a Frame quite contrary to the ſweet and be- 
" nin Spirit of the Goſpel ; as it obligeth us, To put 
bl away from us all Bitterneſs and Wrath, and Anger and 
t Clamour, aud evil ſpeaking, with all Malice, Eph. iv. 31. 
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And as the Elec of God, that we put on Bowels of Mer- 
bw cies, Kindneſs, Humbleneſs of Mind, Meekneſs, Long-ſuf- 
0 Firing, forbearing one another, and forgiving one another, 
 * aL ul. ib, 13. Eleventhl, 


— 


Men, (Miniſters as well as others) to expreſs them- 
ſelves in very wild and extravagant Terms, in Terms 
both falſe and fooliſh ; of which I ſhall give you an' 


Inſtance or two: the firſt is of Mr. Samuel Richardſon, 


who in his Treatiſe of the Miſery of the natural Man's 


State, Page 38th ſaith, (by way of Objection © 1 


* know there is many will cavil and ſay, If Chriſt 
„ muſt do all, and Men nothing, then Men need not 
care what they do, but live as they liſt.” To this 
he replys and ſays, ; A 5 
« As it is our Duty, ſo it is our Deſire to do what- 
* ſoever the Word of God requires; but we are not 
© required to do any thing to procure the Pardon of 
Sin, but in reference to Service and Duty: I count 
« my ſelf to be never the nearer Heaven for my beſt 
e Works, than if I had done nothing elſe but blaſ- 
«© pheme God.” Is not this rare Divinity? And whe- 
ther he did not blaſpheme God in ſo ſaying, I leave to 
all that will calmly read and conſider what the Lord 


himſelf ſays contrary to him, Jſa. i. 16, and xxvii. 18, 


19, 20. and lv. 7. Ads ii. 37, 38. and xvi. 30, 31. 
And our blefled Saviour, Mat. vii. 21. Mark xvi. 16. 
Likewiſe Acts iii. 19. Repent yeitherefore, and be convert- 
ed, that your Sins may be blotted out, when the times of 


refreſhing ſhall come from the Preſence of the Lord. From 


theſe and ſuch like Paſſages, tis evident, That God 

and Mr. Richardſon are of very contrary Minds. 
Another Inſtance you have in Dr. Criſp; who, in 

one of his Sermons is reported to ſay, namely, Let 


<< me ſpeak freely, and in ſo doing tell you, That the 


Lord hath no more to lay to the Charge of an ele& 
40 


cc 


ceſs of Riot, and committing all Abomination that 


© can be committed; I ſay, when an ele& Perſon 


cc 
cc 


Hof a Believer, nay, than to the Charge of a Saint 


** triumphant in Glory.” | 
| Alſo, 


. Eleventhly, How does this worft of Doctrines lead 2 


Perſon, in the Height of Iniquity, and in the Ex- 


runs ſuch a Courſe, the Lord hath no more to lay to 
the Charge of ſuch a Perſon, than to the Charge 
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Alſo, in his Sermon called Chriſt the Way, amongſt 
many monſtrous Births, and ill-grounded Aſſertions, 
he ſaith, © Men think Righteouſneſs brings them 
«© near to Chriſt; Beloved, Rigliteouſneſs is that 
e Which puts a Man away from Chrift : Stumble not 


at the Expreſſion, it is the choice Truth of the 


“ Goſpel.” 

Upon which, as I have read, a ſober Man cryed 
out, © O prodigious Profanenefs ! it is the foul Lan- 
* guage of Hell; Hell itſelf hath not a more deviliſh 
«© Expreſſion!” 8 

Twelfthly, Who can imagine how Chriſt in the laſt 
Day will judge the World in Righteouſneſs ? by what 


Rule? by the Goſpel, or God's Decree ? For what will 


he judge them ? for their own voluntary Works, or for 
things they could not but do, by the Ordination of 
God ? And how Chriſt will reward ſome in that Day, 


as good and faithful Servants, ſince all was involuntary 


on their Part, and puniſh all the reſt, as ſothful and 


wicked Servants, is what the Reaſon of Men can never 


underſtand nor account for ; for it is not capable of 
Demonſtration. Tho a future and eternal Judgment by 
Chriſt is acknowledg'd one of the grand Articles of 
the Chriſtian Faith; but, according to their Tenet, 
all Men equally do the Will of God, in that they have 
done, and could not but do, what he ordain'd they 
ſhould do. And ſo I leave it, as that which the De- 
fenders of this Doctrine can never reſolve to be other- 
wiſe than according to the Goſpel of God, and our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt; namely, That Men ſhall be judged 


and rewarded for their own perſonal and voluntary 


Works and Doings. | | 

Thus I have preſented to you ſome of the unſavory 
Fruit that grows from this bitter Root of Deſtination, 
in the Terms they have expreſs'd the Decree. And 
while it ſo ſtands, as it is juſtly ſuſpected foreign to 
Truth, ſo it lies open to very formidable Objections, 
and liable to be charged (as you ſee) with groſs Abſur- 


ditys. It muſt be confeſſed that many learned and pi- 
| | ous 


— 


 Mppondin, _ 
ous Men, as well as others, have and do zealouſly 
maintain this 4 005 among our Brethren ; but may 
it not be too truly {aid of them, (the Premiſes conſi - 
der'd) They have a Zeal of God, but not according to Knotu- 
ledge? And is it not becauſe they will not bring it to 
the Teſt, affecting Bigotry in Opinion, contrary to 
our undoubted Duty, of walking together in the things 
wherein we are agreed, and to coufider one auother, ſo as to 
| provoke to Love and good Works ? 1 | 
Will Chriſtians in the ſame Form and Qrder of the 
Goſpel, neither from politick nor religious Conſidera- 
tions unite, by laying aſide their Pique and Prejudice, 
to love and live like Friends in Amity z for helping 
each other forward in the Service of our great Lord 
and Maſter, when we ſee Kingdoms and States in En- 
mity, and at the greateſt Diſtance from each other, 
reconcil'd and brought into Alliance ; whereby they 
willingly give up their private Intereſts, which they 
long and ſharply contended for at the Expence of ſo 
much Blood and Treaſure, and to make the Intereſt of 
each other their own, and this from politick Conſide- 
rations only 2 Whereas Chriſtians are under ſtronger 
Obligations thereunto, yet none ſo hard to be brought 
from their undue Diſtances as they; for want of.a 
calm and thorough Conſideration of Things with their 
Conſequences. Tho, if we judge according to com- 
mon Obſervation, we may with Safety conclude, That 
thoſe who are furtheſt from Peace on Goſpel Terms, 
are moſt in the Wrong: And may it not be ſaid to 
ſuch, as our meek and compaſſionate Saviour did to 


his Diſciples, Te know not what manner of Spirit ye are of ? 


I believe many hold this Opinion, that are not a- 
ware of its being inconſiſtent with the gracious Na- 
ture of God, nor of its being diſhonourable to him, 
and pernicious to Men; and that if they did appre- 
hend it to be ſo, they would for ever explode it: Let 
us therefore praiſe and adore our God for the Light of 
our Eyes, and in all things maintain a Chriſtian Temper 
towards our Brethren, and endeavour to promote Uni- 
| On 
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on with all who are in the Order of, and whoſe Con- 


ver ſation is as becomes, the Goſpel of Chriſt. And let us 
pity and pray for the reſt ; knowing that we ourſelves 


may be as imperfect in the Belief and Practice of ſome 
other Truth, as our Brethren are (for good Reaſon). 


 ſuppos'd to be in this. For here, as the Apoſtle tells 


us, We ſee but in part, and km but in part. Let us 
therefore caſt the Mantle of Love over each other's 
Weakneſs, (of which I am ſure there is need-enough) 
and put on Charity, which is the Bond of PerfefFneſs, that 
by walking in Love, we may guard againſt the Ap- 
proaches of Pride and ill Temper, and be ſuch as have 


learn d of Chriſt, by following after the things that make 
for Peace, and things wherewith one may edify another; 


that, if poſſible, we might have more of Heaven here: 
It being certain, all that enter that bleſſed Regi- 
on will live in Love, Peace, and Concord for ever. 
Amen. FE 1 


Nant wich, 


February the 10th. ; 


1719. 


